
550 lJASS EM BL V

IEItatinv Auointg
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The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the
Chair at 10.30 aim., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Limit: Statfoment by Speaker

THE SPEAKER (Mr Thompson): Yesterday I
indicated to the House that I would make a
statement today concerning my intentions in
respect of questions without notice.

I would remind members of the statement on
this matter which I made to the House on
Tuesday of this week. As I emphasised at that
time, the Standing Orders and the established
practice of this House place upon the Speaker the
responsibility of exercising his discretion over
which, if any, questions may be asked without
notice.

Members will recollect that I listed all of the
difficulties which face the Chair in seeking to
apply the rules of this House in respect of
questions, when those questions are asked without
notice. I will not repeat the points I made, but I
hope that members will take the opportunity,
when the H-ansard becomes available, to read
those comments. Let me simply repeat the
summary which I gave at that stage-

Questions without notice are at the
Speaker's discretion; must be matters of
urgency; must comply with all of the
requirements pertaining to questions on
notice, and must not be taken as an
opportunity for debate, argument or
interjection.

I have already commented upon the very good
service provided to members of this House in
respect of obtaining information through
parliamentary questions. It may be of some
interest if I mention that last year 2 628 questions
on notice were asked and answered in this House.
By contrast, in 1955-the year in which Speaker
Rodoreda made the ruling already referred
to-there were 624 questions on notice asked in
the whole session. By the 11Ith August, 1955,
Speaker Rodoreda had permitted 35 questions
without notice in the period of the session to that
date. During this session, up to and including
yesterday, I have permitted 50 questions without
notice.

A quick survey over a number of years reveals
that the number of questions on notice has risen,

from 624 in 1955, to 917 in 1960, to I1000 in.
1965,1to11406 in 1970, and to 2628 in 1978.

With regard to questions without notice, 450
were permitted lost year. The figures in recent
years are-

1974-293
1975-3 18
1976-380
1977-261
1 97"-50

I repeat: Members should appreciate the excellent
facilities they enjoy in respect of
questions-facili ties and opportunities which far
exceed those of other Parliaments, within and
outside Australia.

To clarify the position at the moment: I am
prepared to continue allowing questions without
notice provided they meet the criteria outlined in
my statement given on Tuesday last. When I
become aware that the criteria are being
infringed, I shall exercise my discretion to cease
to permit all or any questions without notice.

Mr DAVIES: Mr Speaker, I wonder whether
you would be good enough to make available to
members, without waiting for the Hansard proof,
a copy of what you have said. I am sure they
would be most interested in the work done and the
statistics compiled by the Clerks.

The SPEAKER: Yes, I will make available to
members not only the statement I hove just made,
but also the one that I made on Tuesday.

RADIATION SAFETY ACFr AMENDMENT
DILL

Introduction and First Readig

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Young
(Minister for Health), and read a first time.

BULK HANDLING ACF1 AMENDMENT DILL

Second Reading

MR OLD (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) [10.37 a.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The purpose of this Bill is to provide a more
equitable basis for water rate assessment to the
Co-operative Bulk Handling installation on
special lease 3116/ 5215 at Kwinana.

Water rate assessment is usually based upon
the rental value as related to the capital value.
Under this formula the water rates applicable at
the current rates under the Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act would result
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in an annual rate of approximately $132000 in
the year ended the 30th June, 1978.

It was considered that the very high capital
value of $38 million used for this installation
produced a rating not equitable under the
circumstances or in comparison with other
industrial complexes in the vicinity. After
considerable investigation it was decided that the
most equitable means of overcoming the problem
was to amend the Bulk Handling Act so that the
rates would be 25 per cent of the rating using the
formula specified in the Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act.

Under the system an equitable rate would
result, and it will move in accordance with any
variations in the rating per dollar. The
amendment provides for the new rating to be
retrospective to the year ended the 30th June,
1978.

I commend the Bill to the 1-ouse.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr H. D.

Evans.

LAND TAX ASSESSMENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Treasurer) [ 10.40 a.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The object of this Bill is to effect a minor
amendment to the land tax legislation.

However, the end result of the proposed
amendment will be significant, although it is
minor, as it will enable the commissioner to
release many people from the obligation to
furnish land tax returns continually.

Currently all taxpayers are required by the
provisions of the Act to file a land tax return year
after year for all land owned as at the 30th June
each year.

In actual practice, returns are not now
requested from owners of exempt properties such
as owner-occupied land up to 2.0234
hectares-ive acres-and farming properties
outside the metropolitan region or a country town
planning scheme.

This measure of relief already is provided for in
the legislation.

The Bill now before the House proposes to
extend the relevant provisions of the present law
so that the commissioner may be allowed to
relieve taxpayers, and in particular those
taxpayers whose land holdings do not change

from year to year, from the obligation to lodge an
annual land tax return.

It is estimated that up to 60 per cent of current
taxpayers will benefit from the change if the
proposal now before the House is adopted.

The amended procedure will be effected simply
by inserting a new provision in the law to allow
the Commissioner of State Taxation to relieve
taxpayers from the need to file these annuall
returns.

It may appear to members that the proposed
amendment follows very closely upon the
legislation enacted in 1976. At that time,
however, this further change was foreshadowed in
my second reading speech and I can assure
members that it will be of considerable benefit to
the taxpayer.

In order to explain the reason for the proposed
change, it is necessary to relate back to the earlier
legislation and the circumstances and'events
leading uip to the preparation of this Bill.

The present Land Tax Assessment Act,
introduced into Parliament in April, 1976, arose
out of a need to review and update legislation that
had been in force for many years. In fact, the
previous legislation had been enacted in 1907.

Although the 1907 law required the filing of an
annual return from all taxpayers, the
administrative practice operating until 1976 was
to call for annual returns from the purchaser and
the vendor only where a change had occurred in
their land holdings during any one year.

However, this was not entirely satisfactory, as
many returns were not received, multiple sales in
the same year resulted in duplication of
information and returns from both purchaser and
vendor in many cases were unnecessary.

In 1976 the law was repealed and re-enacted.
Under the new provisions, the owners of property
of less than 2.02 34 hectares-ive acres-used
solely or principally for their residence, became
exempt from land tax.

In addition, all rural land outside the
metropolitan region or a country town planning
scheme and used for agricultural purposes was
unconditionally exempted from tax.

All other taxpayers were required to file annual
returns disclosing all land owned as at the 30th
June each year.

At the time of introducing the 1976 legislation,
it was envisaged-and this point was made during
my second reading speech-that when the
Commissioner of State Taxation had updated his
records of taxpayers, established a firm bank of
taxable land for the issue of assessments, and the
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new system was operating satisfactorily, it was his
intention to provide a simplified form of return
for use by those people whose land holdings did
not alter from year to year.

After reviewing the results of the past three
years, the commissioner has advised that a
simplified version of a land tax return, for Use
where no change has occurred in a land holding,
will be of no real benefit to taxpayers, as they will
be obliged to complete a form of one type or
another which will still have to be processed in his
office.

As an alternative, the commissioner suggested,
and Cabinet agreed, that the existing provisions of
the legislation should be extended to allow him to
relieve a taxpayer completely from the need to
lodge a return where no change in land ownership
took place during the previous year.

Where taxpayers are relieved from the
necessity of filing annual returns, they will receive
assessments based on previously recorded land
holdings.

SThe proposed amendment to the legislation
will, by extending the power of the commissioner
in this particular area, considerably benefit those
large numbers of taxpayers or their agents who
must now file annual returns of their land
holdings even though no change has occurred.

It will also materially assist the commissioner,
who will have considerably less forms to process.

The commissioner is confident that the
proposed changes will further improve the
efficiency of his administration, especially as from
the 1st July, 1979, information relating to the
ownership of property for land tax purposes will
be recorded on a computerised system.

I emphasise the point made earlier in my
speech that this change in the legislation was
foreshadowed when the 1976 legislation was
brought down. At that time, we contemplated the
prospect of incorporating in that legislation some
transitional machinery; however, it was felt to be
too cumbersome and could cause too many
misunderstandings; hence the desire to handle this
as a separate Bill arising from the changed
situation, now that the Commissioner of State
Taxation is better able to handle the land tax
situation, having been able to upda te htis records
from improved submissions from the taxpayers
themselves.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Davies

(Leader of the Opposition).

CATTLE INDUSTRY COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDM4ENT BILL

Second Reading
MR OLD (Katanning-Minister for

Agriculture) [10.48 a.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

The Act provides a basis for compensating
producers for cattle slaughtered after being found
to be affected with diseases such as tuberculosis
and brucellosis.

The fund established for this purpose has two
componenits-revenue from stamp duty on all
cattle sold matched by an equal Government
contribution. The rate of levy is three-tenths of a
cent for every dollar of sale value with a
maximum of 50c for each animal.

The ability to provide an adequate level of
compensation for diseased cattle has proved a
major factor in reducing the level of these two
diseases, and Western Australia is well to the fore
among the mainland States as far as their
eradication is concerned.

With the reduction in the incidence of these
diseases, calls on the fund have progressively
fallen and I am advised that the fund now is
sufficiently strong to provide for the planned
future eradication effort, as well as for other
purposes of value to the cattle industry.

The Government proposes that the amendment
will be implemented in the following way: The
capital contained in the fund will be retained and
will continue to be available for the prime
purposes of the legislation-that is,
administration of the Act and the compensation
of producers. It is however proposed that the
interest received as a result of investment of the
capital will be used for the new purposes outlined
in clause 23(2) (c) and (d).

In administering this section of the Act, the
Minister will be advised by a small advisory
committee which he will appoint, to ensure that
the use of funds under these two new provisions
will be in accordance with industry's wishes.

The amendment however has been kept in
general terms, so that at a future time the
advisory committee can, if it so wishes,
recommend the use of funds beyond that provided
by the interest on the capital amount which has
been set aside.

It is possible that as the tuberculosis and
brucellosis eradication campaign is successfully
pursued, the industry will see advantages in
increasing the funds used for the other purposes
outlined.

552



[Thursday, 12th April, 19791 5

A similar amendment was effected several
years ago in relation to the Pig Industry
Compensation Act, and the money made available
as necessary for production research purposes has
been of great value to that industry. The ability to
utilise the fund for purposes other than disease
control will, I believe, be of substantial advantage
to the cattle industry.

I commend the Bill to members.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr H. D.

Evans.

EVA PORIT ES (LAKE MeeLEOD)
AGREEMENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Readins
MR MENSAROS (Floreat-Minister for

Industrial Development) 110.52 a.m.]: I Move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

The: purpose of this Bill is to ratify an agreement
between the State and Texada Mines Pty.
Limited which, by a recent change of name, is
now known as Dampier Salt (Operations) Pty.
Limited. I shall, however, refer to the former
name in which the agreement was executed.

Under the original agreement Texada was
required to produce potash. This requirement was
amended in 1972 to include the production of
langbeinite. This was achieved by including
langbeinice in the definition of potash. Clause
9(l)(a) was amended to provide for the
establishment of the required plant and the
expenditure thereon of not less than SI8 million.
Honourable members will recall the
circumstances which led to the tabling of this
amendment.

Mr Jamieson: 1 do not know why you are
wasting the time of the House on this. You know
they will not go on with it. It is a farce, bringing
things like this in.

Mr MENSAROS: By 1976 Texada established
a langbeinite plant to the capacity required.
However, the levels of production envisaged were
not reached because of serious technical
difficulties in the production of that product. The
company was not able to market the langbeinite it
produced either and, as it was also in serious
financial difficulties, liquidation seemed
inevitable.

To rescue the operation the major shareholder,
C. Itoh offered BHP a 76 per cent equity in
Texada. BlHP accepted the offer following an
assurance by the State that if the production of
langbeinite proved not to be viable, consideration
would be given to amending the agreement in
1979. This assurance was subject to conditions

which included the expenditure of $4 million by
Texada on upgrading the salt installations. The
sum of $2.3 Million was Spent. on this Work by
March 1978.

As was required, Texada carried out further
research into and development of processing and
marketing of langbeinite and submitted its report.
The report indicated that langbeinite could be
produced. However, the economic viability of
producing it could not be gauged as reasonably
accessible markets did not exist. Tt was also found
that production of potash (potassium sulphate)
would not resuilt in a reasonable return on
investment.

Following the submission of Texada's report,
BHP transferred its interests to Damopier Salt
(Operations) Pty. Ltd. CRA has a 64.9 per cent
shareholding in this company. Other shareholders
are Marubeni Corporation 20.4 per cent, Nissho-
Iwai 10.2 per cent, and C. Itoh 4.5 per cent.

I will now explain in general terms the
amendments made to the principal agreement by
virtue of this Bill. The only obligation imposed on
the State is to ratify this agreement and to
endeavour to secure its passage as an Act prior to
the 30th June, 1979.

The amending agreement requires Texada to
upgrade the Lake MacLeod salt installations to
improve both their efficiency and security against
the elements. I referred earlier to Texada's
obligation to expand $4 million on the upgrading
of the salt installations. The amount of $2.5
million now expressed is for the completion of this
work.

The company is also required to produce not
less than 700 000 tonnes of common salt per
annum over the first three years, and thereafter at
a rate of not less than 500 000 tonnes.

In reaching this agreement with Texada I have
had to recognise the uncertainties inherent in the
future marketing of salt. It is the intention of both
parties that production of salt at Lake MacLeod
will continue. However a provision was considered
necessary should a serious fell in the demand for
salt occur. It was agreed that if total annual sales
of salt from the Dampier and Texada. operations
fell below 2.6 million tonnes the company would
have the option to place the Texada operation on
care and maintenance. I am confident that sales
will not fall below the specified figure.

I also referred earlier to Texada's report on the
production of langbeinite. As a result of that
report, Texada will be relieved of its obligation to
produce potash-which term, under the principal
agreement, includes langbeinite. This relief is
conditional upon the company continuing to
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investigate the full utilisation of the resource and
reporting thereon at three-yearly intervals to the
Minister.

Mr Jamieson: One of the Premier's many
failures! If you did the right thing with these
people, you would be taking it away from them.
You pander to them and make it easy.

Sir Charles Court: Do you want us to take it
away from them?

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Crane): Order!
The Minister is making his speech.

Mr Jamieson: It will not be opened again.
Sir Charles Court: You should ensure your

information is up to date.
Mr Jamieson: You are pandering to them.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The

Minister is making his speech. Will you please
give him the courtesy of allowing him to do this?
The Minister.

Mr Jamieson: Stupid speech it is, in the
circumstances, too-a most stupid speech.

Sir Charles Court: Hear the embittered people
over there!

Mr Jamieson: We are not.
Mr H. D. Evans: Is there a world oversupply of

salt or not?
Mr Jamieson: They have closed it down.
Mr MENSAROS: The agreement further

provides that the State may introduce a third
party to utilise the Lake MacLeod resource for
purposes other than the production of common
salt.

H-onourable members are aware of the havoc
brought by cyclone "Hazel", and no doubt of its
effect on Texada's ship-loading facility in
particular. This catastrophic event may put back
the time scale of the company's commiitent to
produce common salt from Lake MacLeod. In
spite of this, I am confident that, by the
amendment to the agreement, Texada will be a
significant salt producer and continue to be a
major employer and factor in the future of
Carnarvon.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Bryce

(Deputy Leader of the Opposition).

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FOURTH DAY

Motion

Debate resumed, from the I1Ith April, on the
following motion by Mr Shalders-

That the following Address-in- Reply to
His Excellency's Speech be agreed to-

May it please Your Excellency: We,
the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of the State of Western
Australia in Parliament assembled, beg
to express loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign, and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you have been
pleased to address to Parliament.

MR MadcINNON (Murdoch) [10.59 am.]: I
rise in this Address-in-Reply debate to support
the motion moved by the member for Murray. In
doing so, I want to bring to the attention of the
House a few matters of concern to my electorate,
as this is one of the opportunities in this House for
me to do so.

The first mailer I would like to bring to the
attention of the House and of the Minister for
Housing is the situation which is affecting
Coolbellup specifically, and also other areas
throughout the metropolitan area which have
State Housing Commission blocks ofnfats therein.
This situation was highlighted in a question asked
recently in the Parliament. The answer showed
that in Coolbellup, which is in my electorate,
there are 62 empty flats out of a total availability
of 300-that is, over 20 per cent of the flats are
empty.

I referred to this matter last year in a grievance
debate when I made suggestions as to how the
State Housing Commission could make the flats
more attractive for tenants. I am well aware of
the problems being faced in finding tenants, not
only by the State Housing Commission but also
by private owners of flats. I think there are ways
and means by which the SHC can attack this
problem and save itself some money. Not only
could the commission save itself some money but
also the problem caused by the emptiness of the
flats could be overcome. It is disconcerting to
people in the area when they see so many empty
flats. It can start rumours such as that the flats
are to be filled with Vietnamese refugees, and so
forth. By not filling the flats problems are caused.
It is difficult for our headmasters to plan class
sizes and teacher requirements when they may
suddenly find themselves with an extra five
children coming into the school.

To give an example of the impact the problem
is having on the commission, it is estimated that
in 1978-79 the vacancies would cost it $1.485
million. That is a significant sum of money.

I believe there are solutions available to the
commission in areas such as Coolbellup where
there are blocks of flats three and four storeys
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high. These are the blocks that are most difficult
to fill. I am aware also that one of the largest
groups of people on the commission's waiting lists
are pensioners. Consequently it would appear to
me that we should be endeavouring to locate
pensioners in these flats. People then might say
that the pensioners are unable to walk up the two
or three flights of stairs. However I believe there
is an answer to that.

If the commission spent money installing lifts it
could then let the flats to pensioner couples. The
accommodation situation in relation to pensioners
is extremely tight and many of them are trying to
obtain placement in commission flats. I ant aware
the commission has budgetary problems also but
if it installed lifts in just one block of flats and
this was found to be economically viable, the
problem may be overcome. If the return from
filling the flats compensated for the cost of
installing the lifts these flats could soon be filled.

Certain blocks of flats may also be strata titled
on a trial basis. This would allow people to
purchase home unit type commission
accommodation. In support of this I should like to
quote from an article in The Sunday Times of the
I1Ith September, 1978, which reads as follows-

FLATS NOW THE CITY'S
TOP SELLING PROPERTIES

The sale of strata title flats is booming,
according to real estate specialists.

They say that the depression hitting the
sales of homes and town houses is not being
reflected in the release of apartments and
flats.

I mentioned this matter last year during a
grievance debate, and if the commission has not
already done so, it should consider the possibilities
of instituting such a trial to see whether or not
this could be successful. If it was I thi nk it would
be possible that money gained from the sale of
flats could then be used to upgrade existing
accommodation and encourage more peoplei to
move into flats. Certainly there is consumer
resistance to living in flats.

Another alternative is for the commission to
consider leasing some flats to private enterprise or
perhaps, better still, selling the block of flats to
private enterprise which could then do the leasing.
I realise the commission needs a pool of
accommodation for emergency situations such as
we may face When the North-West Shelf project
gets off the ground. At that time there will be a
great need for additional accommodation.

The large east to the commission in this regard
is quite apparent and action needs to be taken

along the lines I have mentioned to overcome the
problem being faced by the people in areas such
as Coolbellup.

Another problem I bring to the attention of the
Parliament is that, as members may be aware, in
late 1981 or early 1982 the Kwinana Freeway
and the Mt. Henry bridge will be completed. The
freeway will then extend to Leach Highway. Any
member who knows the area will be aware that
when this happens there will be extreme traffic
problems if certain additional action is not taken
before that time, The necessary action should be
that when the Kwinana extensions reach Leach
Highway consideration should be given to
extending immediately the freeway through to
South Street. This is necessary because there will
be extreme traffic congestion in the area if
something is not done, Traffic will be coming
from the city in great volume to the expanding
areas, such as those within my electorate and
others adjacent to my electorate. The traffic will
then head along North Lake Road, Stock Road,
Leach Highway, Benningfield Road, Karel
Avenue, and High Road.

Mr Hodge: There will be more traffic coming
down Stock Road.

Mr MacKINNON: That is true and I do not
wish that to happen. This problem will be
overcome if the MRD does as the Melville City
Council has proposed and extends the freeway
through the reserves already allocated for the
purpose to South Street. The problem mentioned
by myself and the member for Melville will then
be overcome. The traffic will then arrive at the
intersection of the freeway and South Street and
disperse along existing major roads. It will
disperse in an orderly manner without causing
any great problem.

I am aware that the Melville City Council will
be proposing to the Main Roads Department that
it will fund 50 per cent or thereabouts of the cost
of the extension. It is commendable that the
Melville City Council is taking this approach. I
hope the MRD can see its way clear to making
allowance in its budget for the freeway to be
extended.

I have another problem which is of concern to
many people within my electorate and about
which they have approached me. l had planned in
this debate to make an appeal to the Minister for
Local Government and Town Planning for her to
request the Metropolitan Regional Planning
Authority to allow an extension of time to be
granted so that it is possible for people to make
submissions in regard to the south-east corridor
stage A report. I am aware that for legislative
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reasons, this extension of time will not be granted.
However, I want to bring to the attention of the
House, the Minister, and more primarily the
members of the MRPA the reason for this request
so they may in future, when looking at these
schemes, give consideration to allowing more
adequate and reasonable time in which people can
make submissions.

Members may be aware that the south-east
corridor planning structure began in September,
1975. An interim report was released in October,
1976, but the full report from which I shall quote
was released in December, 1978. This shows the
study has taken the department approximately
three years to complete. I shall quote from the
report so members will understand the detail
which has gone into the report and the assistance
which the people compiling it have received. I
quote as follows-

In 1975 the MRPA decided to review the
Scheme in the South-East Sector. An inter-
departmental steering committee was
appointed, and the Town Planning
Department provided technical support and
co-ordinated the inputs of government and
local government agencies.

The assistance of Group C District
Planning Committee has been most valuable.
The contribution of their technical officers,
as a sub-committee and individually
representing their Councils has been highly
valued.

It can be seen that the local government and
government agencies have been very involved in
compiling this report which, by and large, is a
good one. However, we cannot expect the private
citizen to make a worth-while submission on this
report without the necessary information. In this
case there is a four-month objection period. I have
been involved with people in my electorate,
specifically the Lynwood- Ferndale Progress
Association, and I have endeavoured to obtain
information to assist the members of this
association with their submissions to the MRPA.

I hesitate to mention this, but it is true to say
that it is very difficult for these people to obtain
meaningful information quickly from that
authority. It may well be the reason for this is
that the authority is very busy or the information
requested requires a large amount of detail, which
in fact, is the case. However, it is fair to say also
that these people received the last amount of the
information they requested on Tuesday. the 10th
April. Consequently the secretary of the
association will spend her Easter holiday typing
the submission to the MR PA.

In my opinion it is encumbent on these
authorities to bear in mind the situation facing
the members of the association I have mentioned.
They are volunteers and they perform the work
required of them in their free time without
professional or governmental assistance. It takes
some time to compile meaningful submissions on
reports such as the one I have referred to.

The other point I should like to make is in
relation to this particular report. There is room to
believe insufficient information is contained in it,
to enable people to make meaningful submissions.
It has taken some time for people to ascertain this
fact, which they have now done as a result of
attending meetings called by the MRPA and
reading transcripts of such meetings.

I should like to give an example of what I am
saying. This report suggests the construction of
several major roads to alleviate traffic congestion
in Cannington. This is a problem which must be
overcome, as members are aware. However, I
attended a meeting at Lynwood on the 15th
February and put a question to the Main Roads
Department representative (Mr Hackett).
Specifically I asked him what studies had been
carried out by the Main Roads Department in
relation to relieving the traffic problems in this
area when the Roe freeway is built. I should like
to quote from the transcript the answer given to
my question by Mr Hackett. It reads as follows-

The question of whether the construction
of that-

"That" is the Roe freeway. To continue-
-would relieve congestion situations there

wasn't specifically tested because there were
other roads in the system and we did feel that
if there was going to be any advantage in
building that, it would show up on the other
roads.

That highlights clearly the fact that a major
freeway is going to be built in this area, but the
MRPA has not carried out traffic studies relating
to it. There seems to be a lack of information
upon which people can make meaningful
submissions.

I should like to make another point, and I
believe the MRPA is aware of this matter,
following the meetings I have attended at
Lynwood and the submissions which have been
made to the authority by myself and by the
member for South-East Metropolitan Province.
Some difficulties were experienced in relation to
advertising and giving notice of the first meeting
held by the authority; but, be that as it may, the
authority should bear in mind that a number of
people in these areas, do not see the
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advertisements in the newspaper or have access to
these types of reports as do members of
Parliament. Perhaps their first chancing out about
the actual report is when the MRPA holds a
meeting in one of these areas to explain the report
to the people.

I attended one of these meetings in Lynwood
and it was a very good meeting. The MRPA
conducted it very well. The information which
came out of the meeting was most useful.
However, the last meeting was held at Armadale-
Kelmscott on the 19th March which happens to
be one month prior to the closing date for
objections, which is the 15th April. 1 am aware
that submissions may be lodged until the 18th
April as a result of the Easter holiday, and I am
appreciative of that. I know the problems the
MRPA faces in arranging these meetings; but
these should be held at the earliest stage possible
in the objection period and publicised widely.
There was a lack of publicity in relation to the
earlier meetings held and in my opinion the
MRPA should ensure that people are aware of
what is happening. If the people concerned are
given the information they require at an early
stage, they will then have sufficient time within
which to make a reasonable submission on the
matter.

I am well aware also and I appreciate the fact
that the MRPA has publicised that people
concerned may lodge the necessary form for
submission and present their sbiioverbally
to the MRPA at a later date. However, I feel that
most associations prefer to submit their
submissions in writing, in a detailed manner, and
supported by documentary evidence. This is the
best type of submission that can be lodged. I
therefore urge the MRPA in the future to take
account of the points I have mentioned and try to
improve its procedures when asking people to
make submissions on this sort of proposal.

The last matter of a parochial nature which I
should like to touch on, and I would be remiss if I
did not, is what is referred to as the Williams
report. The actual title of it is, "Education,
Training and Employment. Report of the
Committee of Inquiry into Education and
Training." I must confess I have not had time to
read the full report and I doubt whether many
members would have read it all, because it is a
large report. I have, however, read some of the
recommendations contained therein. One of the
recommendations which has been referred to in
the Press concerns the university which bears the
same name as does my electorate. For the
information of members I shall read the

recommendation of the committee in relation to
this matter. It reads as follows-

A revision to the third precept-
It is the "precept" we are talking about in the
report. To continue-

-i unlikely to be such as to improve the
prospect of Murdoch University's reaching
optimal size.

The word "optimum" has been defined earlier. To
con tinfue-

Integration of its activities with those of the
University of Western Australia seems to be
the most promising line of development and
should be discussed with the TEC and the
State's Post-Secondary Education
Commission and the Committee recommends
accordingly.

I should like to give my support to the sentiments
expressed by the Premier previously in relation to
this matter. I am aware that members opposite
have expressed similar sentiments. I am referring
to the fact that I would not support any type -of
amalgamation of the University of Western
Australia and Murdoch University. I am aware
Murdoch University has experienced difficulties
and is still experiencing them in this early stage of
its development. In fact, at the present time, the
undergraduate population totals 2 255, whereas
the optimum intake possible as stated in the
report is approximately 4 000 undergraduates.
and for a university with a veterinary school,
which Murdoch University is, the figure is
approximately 600 to 800. 1 support the remarks
of the Premier in this regard and I believe we
should resist any suggestion that the two
universities be combined.

At the same time, however, I support some of
the recommendations in the report which relate to
the rationalisation of courses offered not only by
Murdoch University and the University of WA,
but also by WAIT and the colleges of advanced
education. There is a great deal of duplication in
this area and I1 am sure this report, if it does
nothing else, will serve as a catalyst in getting
these institutions working together to rationalise
the services they provide to the community.

The final point I wish to touch on was debated
on Tuesday night when the Opposition moved an
amendment to the Address-in-Reply in relation to
the unemployment situation. I listened to that
debate with interest, but I did not contribute at
the time for a number of different reasons. I want
to make it clear to members of the Opposition and
to Parliament that I am very mindful, as is the
Government, of the problems caused by
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unemployment. I believe that only Blind Freddy
and some members of the Opposition are not
mindful of the problems created by
unemployment.

Mr H. D. Evans: Perhaps you should do
something about them.

Mr MacKINNON: The effects of
unemployment can be seen in some areas of my
electorate. It causes family instability and some
young people lose confidence in themselves and
lose self-respect when they are unable to obtain
jobs. Unemployment causes social problems also.
I am well aware of all of those problems; however,
we must look at the long-term solutions as well as
the remedial actions which Governments must
take to alleviate the problem in the short term.

That must be done on a State and Federal
basis. Obviously the Federal Government is the
Government which is largely in control of the
economy from time to time and it is its long-term
solutions which will overcome the unemployment
problem.

The State also has a part to play in the long-
term solution in that the right pre-conditions must
exist in our State--or in any other State for that
matter-so that when the economy does recover
we will attract investment and the right sort of
investors to our State, thereby creating the right
climate in which meaningful recovery can be
maintained.

Whether or not economic revival is on the way
has been debated around the country.
Unfortunately the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition is not here, but the other night he said
he believed the Prime Minister and the Federal
Government had an obsession with regard to their
efforts to reduce inflation. It is my opinion that
the Government must contain inflation if there is
to be any meaningful economic recovery.

Mr Pearce: You said this time last year that
you would be prepared to trade a reduction in
inflation for an improvement in unemployment.

Mr MacICINNON: I did not say that. The
member for Gosnells said it. If he reads back
copies of Hansard he will find I did not say it.

Mr Pearce: I have read them.
Mr MacKINNON: Read them again. Maybe

the member for Gosneils should go back to school
to learn to read.

Mr B. T. Burke: The fight against inflation is
not going all that well.

Mr MacKINNON: Listen to my speech. If
members did that-

Mr Jamieson: We don't want to, but we will
have 10.

Mr MacKINNON: I wish to read from a
Couple Of articles. The first is from the ANZ
Bank Business indicators and is as follows-

Although some important statistics
continue to record a tenuous picture of
economic recovery, the overall impression is
one Of an Australian economy facing the best
prospects for expansion since the onset of
recessionary conditions in mid 1974.

Further down is the following-
Containment of inflation is undoubtedly a

key ingredient for future successful
investment, long term economic expansion
and employment stability.

Mr B. T. Burke: That has nothing to do with
the present figures.

Mr MacKiNNON: In The Ausiralian
Financial Review of the 29th December an article
reads as follows--

... However, it does appear as though
Australia's inflation rate---even though
uncomfortably high-is going to hang below
that of our major trading partners. Ini other
words our international price competitiveness
is improving and should continue to improve .

Mr B. T. Burke: That has nothing to do with
the latest statistics. You said you would tell us
about the latest statistics.

Mr MacICINNON: I am not talking about
statistics.

Mr B. T. Burke: When I said that the 'present
figures are not good you Maid you would tell us
about them.

Mr MacKINNON: The Dank of New South
Wales has this to say-

It is of paramount importance that the
resolve to combat inflation continues without
respite.

What the member for Balcatta is saying is that it
appears at the moment that there has been a
slight rise in inflation. That is a fact.

Mr B. T. Burke' Thank you.
Mr MacKINNON: No-one can deny it. That

underlines the statement that the Federal
Government must maintain its fight against
inflation to ensure that it stays down otherwise we
will face extra difficulties in our attempt to bring
about a meaningful long-term recovery.

Mr Wilson: What is the Federal Government
doing about the money supply?

Mr. MacKINNON: Let the member for
Dianella tell me.
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Mr Wilson: Absolutely nothing!

,Mr MacKIN NON: The State's pre-conditions
must be stable and encouraging to investors in
order to attract them to the State as the economic
recovery develops. There are more oil rigs on and
off shore here at the current time than there have
been for many years. It is well known that during
the reign of the Whitlarn Government the number
of oil rigs engaged in drilling in Australia was
reduced to two, if there were that many.

Mr B. T. Burke: Look at the price of oil.
Several members interjected.
Mr MacKINNON: The projects we have

debated in this House from time to time are
poised ready to go and the major problem in
Western Australia in the future will not be
unemployment, but employment: This will occur
if the staging of the developments does not go
according to plan. In other words, if by some
unfortunate occurrence all the projects get off the
ground at once, we could face an employment
problem. We know the Government is working
hard in an endeavour to arrange planned
development so that we do not have labour
bottlenecks which otherwise we could face in the
future-not unemployment.

Mr B. T. Burke: That is good.
Mr MacKINNON: The Opposition did not

refer to the efforts the Federal Government has
made in the past-and is still making-to
overcome the unemployment problem at the
present time. The only meaningful solution to
unemployment is a long-term economic recovery,
but remedial action can be; and is being, taken on
an effective scale by the Federal Government.

Mr Wilson: Like what?
Mr MacKINNON: Like what? Like

NEAT-the national employment and training
scheme-on which the Government has spent $52
million.

Mr B. T. Burke: You butchered that scheme.
We started it.

Mr MacKINNON: It is assisting 30000
people. It does not matter who established it;, it is
assisting the people. It is a commitment to assist
unemployed The Opposition will have the public
believe that it has a mortgage on compassion for
unemployed people. However, this Government
and the Federal Government have compassion
and have proved this by their policies, another one
of which is SYETP-the special youth
employment training programme-which is
another scheme under which 80 000 young people
will be assisted this year at a cost of $70 million.
These projects were not mentioned by the

Opposition. Another scheme is CRAFT-the
Commonwealth rebate for apprentice full-time
training-which will assist 63 000 people at a cost
of $44 million.

CYSS-the community youth Support
scheme-in which many members of Parliament
are involved has assisted and will continue to
assist. A total of 279 projects will be assisted this
year and that will be 50 per cent more than last
year, and the cost will be $12.26 million. I am
assisting the people in the Coolbellup area to
hopefully establish a CYSS project..It is a worth-
while programme although it has had its
problems. Our own Minister for Education has
made some comments and constructive criticism
in respect of the scheme; which should be
retained.

Another is the relocation assistance scheme
which will assist 12 000 people at a cost of $1.2
million while yet another is the fares assistance
scheme which will assist 26 000 to 30 000 people
at a cost of $84 million.

That is the significant contribution the
Commonwealth Government is making in a
remedial situation to overcome the existing
unemployment problem. I would have much more
respect for the members of the Opposition if they
would explain to me what alternatives they have
in mind,

Mir B. T. Burke: We have done it time and time
again.

Mr MacKIN NON: I have yet to hear it.
Mr B. T. Burke: We have spoken about-
Mr MacKINNON: The State Government has

taken remedial action as well.
Mr B. T. Burke: I am trying to tell you what

we would do but you do not want to be told. You
do not want to listen.

Mr MacKINNON: The other night I listened
with interest to the proposals submitted by the
Opposition. Unfortunately not once did I hear any
member give us a costing of the proposals.

In The West Australian of Wednesday, the
I1Ith April, the following appeared-

Labor government moves would include:
Making special budgetary allocations

for intensive job creation programmes-
Nowhere is a figure given; nor are we told the
source of the money to fund the programmes.
This Opposition is like the Federal Opposition. It
believes that money grows on tiees. In its eyes
those trees are the public of Western Australia
which it is prepared to rip off as the Whitlarn
Government did by increasing the income tax levy
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on people and making them pay increasingly more
taxation. The article continues-

Negotiating with the business
community and resource developers with the
aim of achieving a more even and steady rate
of development.

If that is not what this Government is already
doing I would like to know what is. To continue-

Introducing incentives to attract
manufacturing industry and small business.

Likewise. Continuing-
Moving urgently to indentify the impact

of technological change on employment-
All those things are supposed to make a great
impact on the community, but I suggest they
would make very little difference-if any-and
they were not costed; so the people do not have
any idea what alternative policies would entail
financially. At the same time this Government is
making positive progress and taking positive
initiatives.

Mr B. T. Burke: It is putting people out of
work.

Mr MacKINNON: The Government is taking
positive initiatives to provide employment. Last
year the 1978-79 capital works programme
increased by 13 per cent.

Mr B. T. Burke: That did not even cover
inflation.

Mr MacKINNON: I ask the member for
Balcatta: What was the inflation rate last year?

Mr B. T. Burke: You asked me a question: The
answer is that for building materials and
construction equipment the rate was 19 per cent.

Mr MacKINNON: The CPI was 8 per cent.
Mr Jamieson: Those Figures relate to food.
Mr MaclCINNON: During the last year there

was an additional allocation of $4 million by the
Government from the Consolidated Revenue
Fund to assist with minor works, That was a
significant addition to the capital works
programme in this State-a positive quantified
addition, not unquantified.

Mr B. T. Burke: That did not even keep up
with inflation.

Mr MacK INNON: This State Government
was the first to become involved with the special
youth employment training programme. The reply
to question No. 29 asked this year showed that as
a result of tue State's involvement in that
programme 500 young people were assisted in this
State alone. It is interesting to note that New
South Wales has only just waken up and the

Government in that Slate has only just assisted in
the employment of 500 young people, under this
scheme.

Mr Skidmore: How many are still in
employment?

Mr MacKINNON: It is also interesting to note
that when this State Government announced the
training programme the then Mininster for
Labour and Industry sent out to employers
around this State l8 000 letters. Those letters led
to the Commonwealth Employment Service
receiving a great number of inquiries for
involvement in the programme. That is a positive
initiative taken by this Government.

Another positive initiative is the promotion and
development of intensive trade training. Once
again this move is unique to Western Australia,
and it has assisted in many areas. To name a few
areas in which people have been succesfully
assisted, they are mechanical fitting,
cabinetmaking, wood machining, upholstering,
bricklaying, farm-s tation hand training, hand
laminating, bar attending, plasterboard fixing,
blasting and protective coating, and rigging.

All of those programmes have been undertaken
by this Government with the co-operation of the
trade union movement. It is also important to note
that the programmes do not interfere in any way
whatsoever with apprenticeship courses.

Another positive initiative taken by this
Government-also over the last few years-is to
encourage and create new apprenticeship
classifications with the co,-operation of industries
and professions. New apprenticeships have been
created in horticulture, carpet laying, soft
furnishings, and metal furniture making. T am
aware that two or three others are under
consideration.

Pre-apprenticeship training courses have been
developed, which is another positive initiative by
this Government. In 1962, 12 students were
undergoing pre-apprenticeship training courses,
and last year, 1978, the number had risen to 498.

Mr Skidmore: How many have gained
apprenticeships?

Mr MacKINNON: Approximately 80 per cent.
Mr Skidmore: That is a lot of rubbish. You

should check.-the figures.
Mr MacKINNON: The member for Swan

should check the figures.
Mr Skid more: Why do you not do your

homework?
Mr MacKINNON: I have done it,
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Mr B. T. Burke: You do not speak to
amendments; you get up now in the hope that no-
one will be able to answer you. That is a snide
way to debate.

Mr MacKINNON: Members of this House
will be aware of those who are snide, and they
definitely do not include the member for
Murdoch.

Service clubs have been encouraged by this
Government. I am a member of a Rotary club.
and my club has managed to find a job for one
young person. It is hoped that 316 jobs will be
created in this way. That is a positive initiative;
an endeavour to involve leaders of industry and
business people in our community in an effort to
overcome the unemployment problem.

Other areas which I think the State
Government could probably look at as a means of
encouraging employment include, perhaps, some
incentive for employers employing a person for
the first time. I know that in one of the other
States workers' compensation premiums are paid
for by the Government for the first-time
employment of apprentices. That is an area-if
the Budget permits-which the State Government
could look at closely. That idea is an example of
initiative which has assisted industries small and
large.

Another initiative could be in the area of pay-
roll tax where exemptions could be given with
regard to apprenticeship training. Perhaps some
scheme could be worked out. I have tried to
exercise my mind to come up with a simple
scheme but it is difficult. A scheme whereby an
increase in employment meant a reduction in pay-
roll tax, or an exemption or a rebate, could
possibly be worked out.

All these initiatives, of course, are dependent on
Budget considerations but they are in an area
which the Government-although they may be
under consideration--should look at closer.

I do not want to bore the House with statistics
which we have discussed previously, but I
commend members to look at those statistics
relating to civilian employment. I am aware that
members of the Opposition will use those figures
to their advantage, and we will use them to our
advantage.

It is significant to look at employment figures
between November, 1975, and November,
1978-the only figures 1 was able to obtain.
Those figures show that in every other State of
Australia, bar none, during that time there was a
reduction in the male civilian work force. The
only State that did not have a reduction in the
male work force was Western Australia.

Mr Skidmore: Which years?
Mr MacKINNON: I have already mentioned

the years, and I do not intend to repeal them.
I think it is significant to note that in every

State the number of female counterparts
increased during that time, which shows a marked
change in work force habits. However, it is also
significant that this State was the only one which
had a major increase in employment doring that
time.

Mr Wilson: Why have you chosen those
figures?

Mr MacKINNON: Because they are the only
ones available to me. The point has to be made
well that Government initiatives in the area of
increasing apprenticeships have been successful.
In Western Australia, the number registered
increased by 17.3 per cent. The nearest to that
figure was Victoria, which increased by 6 per
cent. Clearly, that initiative is effective.

I will also refer members of the Opposition to
an article-if they care to take the time to read it,
which they probably will not-containedi in The
Australian Financial Review of the 2nd April. It
is headed "WA, the State of expectation". I do
not intend to quote the article but I refer
members to it. It shows that this State is making
significant progress compared with the other
States.

I conclude my remarks on that note, and I
support the motion.

MR B. T. BURKE (Balcatta) [11.39 a.m.]: I do
not wish to deal at any length with the comments
of the member for Murdoch. We know that he
cannot be blamed for many of the things he said,
but it is important and necessary to note that the
fundamental and very basic problem he has failed
to come to grips with is one which has been
recognised by his own Premier; that is, there is no
prospect and no likelihood of an investment-led
recovery in this country.

The Dampier pelletising plant did not close
down because it could not afford to put staff onto
the pay-roll; it closed down because it did not
have customers for its product. That is the
problem. The CYSS programme and the youth
employment assistance schemes about which the
honourable member spoke will not aid an
investment-led recovery when industry across the
nation has excess capacity now. There is no point
in offering incentives to employers who will not
employ additional people because those people
will not produce anything that can be sold.

As the Premier has been at pains to state
previously, we need selective expenditure which
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will eventually lead to a demand-led recovery, and
that is what will in turn cause investment. It is
idle to talk about putting bandages on broken
legs, as the member for Murdoch did for so long
and so eloquently just now. The fundamental
argument in this country is whether or not the
Government will release the brakes to an extent
which will allow a balanced fight against inflation
and a tolerable unemployment situation. It has
been shown that the Fraser Government, at odds
with every State Premier, has opted to fight
inflation at the total expense of unemployment. It
is a course which is disagreed with by our own
State Premier and, more volubly and more
directly, by the Opposition.

There are many areas in which the Opposition
would take issue on the Government's handling of
the State's affairs. The Opposition is certainly
distressed at what appears to be quite a deliberate
policy to create a pool of unemployed people in a
futile fight against inflation-a fight the futility
of which is exemplified by the latest figures and
the emergent stickiness of the country's inflation
rate.

The Opposition is certainly not happy with the
policies of the State Government which have
reduced pensioners to third-rate citizens, along
with black Australians. These groups of people
now have to worry about the fundamentals and
the basics of life, about which we have no concern
because we are comfortably off but about which
they have very great worry.

We are not happy with the increases in taxes
and charges which have been imposed upon the
community by the State Government-increases
which have led much more directly to
unemployment and inflation than have any union
actions in the past three years. During that period
of wage indexation, both full and partial
indexation, the revenues of this State have
increased in a manner and from a source which
shows quite clearly that the greatest fuel to
inflation in our community is the taxes and
charges and the increases in them which have
been levelled by this State Government.

We are also not happy with the cruel and
heartless policies which have affected the workers
in this State-with the proposition which is
continually put forward by members of the
conservative parties in this House that people
when injured at work are able and deserve to exist
on less than they would receive were they Fit and
able to work. That is not a matter which gives us
plea sure.

But the one area which most vividly illustrates
the dissatisfaction of the Opposition with the

performance of this Government and which most
vividly illustrates the failures of the Government
is the building and construction industry and its -

consequent effect upon housing-the way -in
which the Government has bungled and failed to
ensure any stability, the way in which massive
unemployment has been created, and the way in
which home ownership has been confiscated from
so many people in our State.

This is a problem which was recognised in 1974
by the then Leader of the Opposition (Sir Charles
Court) when he had the gall to say that Western
Australia was silently plunging into a building
crisis. He went on to say that overall the main
aim of a Government led by him would be to
ensure that every person had the opportunity for
home ownership. That is what the Premier said,
as Leader of the Opposition, in 1974.

Today, five years and a series of short-lived,
incompetent Ministers later, there is no doubt
that the building and construction industry is in a
severe decline; and when we turn to home
ownership we have the example of the Minister
for Housing rising in this place to say the
Government's policy is deliberately creating a
group of people who can never hope to own their
own home. The bastions and protectors of the
right to home ownership have retreated to a
position the Labor Party has never occupied. No
Labor Party Minister in any Government has ever
said in any Parliament in this country that the
policies of the Government to which he belonged
would deliberately create a group of people who
could never hope to own their own home.

Sir Charles Court: You have a short memory.
Do you not remember the Federal Labor Minister
who said that everyone who owned a home was a
little capitalist?

Mr B. T. BURKE: The Premier, by
interjection, fails to grapple with the point. It is
true to say the Labor Government, in its
Commonweal th-State housing negotiations and
agreements, emphasised the importance of rental
accommodation; but no Labor Minister ever said
the policy the Labor P arty would implement,
would deliberately create a group of people who
could never hope to own their own home. A
Minister of the present State Government has
said that.

Sir Charles Court: Didn't you understand the
Whitlamn policy of doing away with freehold?

Mr B. T. BURKE: The Whitlam Government
did not say the policy was deliberately intended to
create a group of people who would never own
their own home. No Labor Government would
ever say that-of course it could not. But the
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.hypocrisy of a party which in Opposition would
say its main aim would be to provide the
opportunity of home ownership for everybody,
and would then say its policies were deliberately
creating a group of people who would never own
their own home, is more than can be borne.
* Every major economic indicator supports the
Opposition's central proposition thant the building
and construction industry in Western Australia is
in a state of unprecedented crisis the full extent of
which has not yet been felt.

Sir Charles Court: They would not let us build
the places if we started them. Can you guarantece
that if we start two new buildings they will be
completed without interruption?

Mr Hodge: If you keep the police off them.
Sir Charles Court: Don't talk rot!
Mr B. T. BURKE: Once again the Premier

returns to his theme of union antagonism. Let me
ask, the Premier to quote one dwelling where
building workers who are subcontractors and not
members of unions in Western Australia have
walked off the site. Not one dwelling erected for a
private owner-occupier has been subject to strike
action on the site:'

Sit Charles Court: You are talking about the
building industry. Why do you change your
ground?

Mr B. T. BURKE: Does not the building
industry build homes?

Sir Charles Court: Of course it does, but that is
only a part of it. The scream was going on, "Why
can't you get some of these big buildings buit to
get that section of the work force moving?"

Mr B. T. BURKE: Let me return to the central
propoition the Opposition puts forward, that the
building and construction industry-for the
Premier's benefit, that part of the industry which
builds -private owner-occupied dwellings-is i n a
state of crisis the full extent of which has not yet
been felt.

Mr Stephens: If you start big buildings they
will not give you a commitment to build them.

Several members Interjected.
Mr Bryce: They provoked it deliberately.
Sir Charles Court: Don't you raise that one too

much because you know something of the
thuggery.

Mr B. T; BURKE: The second point in this
central proposition is that home ownership in this
State has been confiscated to an extent that is
imposing on big sections of the community a new
apartment-oriented life style.

That is the result of this Government's policies
over a period of five to six years. Every major
economic indicator supports the proposition that
the Opposition today puts forward and a brief
look at those indicators will show to the House the
truth of what the Opposition is saying.

Approvals of all kinds, including the Premier's
big buildings and including the working man's
little house, are down. Approvals of dwellings, in
particular owner-occupied buildings-not major
construction jobs but homes-are down.
Commencements are down; completions are
down.

The prices of building materials are up.
Unemployment within the industry is massively
high. Business bankruptcies within the building
and construction industry are now more than
double the figure that was the case when the
Premier took office. Loans for the construction of
new dwellings are down; interest rates-despite
the promises of the Premier, despite the promises
of his Minister-remain as they were over an
extended period-2 per cent higher than when
this Government took office, and only one-quarter
of I per cent lower than the highest point reached
during its term of office.

The Premier and his Ministers have failed to
come to grips with the stickiness of lending rates
within the home-building market. Home
ownership, something of which the Premier boasts,
continually, something which he holds as a major
plank of his party policy, is down. Home
ownership, the thing that is put forward so often
as an object against which the Opposition is
fighting, has not been aided at all by this present
Government. Home ownership is down and is
falling further. The prospects for home ownership
are confiscated in a way that forces people in
large sections of the community into new life
styles which are centred around apartment
buildings that plague major cities in other parts of
the world.

A closer examination of the statistics reveals
the full horror of exactly what is happening. The
Premier talked about management of the industry
when he opened the building societies' annual
conference, but he does nothing to ensure proper
management, he does nothing to iron out the
vagaries of the fluctuations that do not just
translate themselves into loss of finances, but
also translate themselves into very real hardship
for many people.

As far as approvals are concerned-and I stress
not just approvals of the Government's big
buildings, but approvals of homes as well-in the
past three years to January, 1979, approvals
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valued at over $10 million
What has the Premier
performancc-6 700 fewer
period?

have fallen by 6 700.
to say about that

in the three-year

Mr Bryce: That is part of the wave of glory he
promised everyone!

Sir Charles Court: The Minister will answer
this point, don't you worry. You are having the
time of your life-enjoy it while you can!

Mr B. T. BURKE: I am pleased that at last the
Premier has agreed to retreat from his previous
policy of answering everything and is allowing the
Minister to answer.

Sir Charles Court: Well, that is different from
what your leader was saying.

Mr B. T. BURKE: Let us talk about the value
of approvals. Not only is the number of approvals
down by a figure in excess of 6 000, but also the
value of approvals granted is $92 million lower in
that three-year period. Is that something of which
this Government can boast? Is this how this
Government sets this State plunging silently into
a building crisis-the crisis which the Premier
spoke about in 1974? It is remarkably silent now,
and members in this House on both sides know
that there are people within the building industry
who are having tremendous difficulty in keeping
their own homes, in maintaining their own
commitments, simply because the policies
followed by this Government have removed arty
prospect of proper management from that
industry.

Let us look at the cost of building materials
because this is something in which the Premier
took a special interest. He appointed a trouble
shooter whose task it was to ironi out the
difficulties of supply, to ensure that materials
were received at the lowest possible p rice in the
most efficient manner.

Mr Bryce: The expediter!
Mr B. T. BURKE: Since 1974 prices have

increased for these materials by 91 per cent; that
is, they are 91 per cent higher now than they were
in 1974. This is the greatest increase of any State
in the Commonwealth. The member for Murdoch
wants to boast about figures and compare them
from State to State. Although I have never seen
much value in doing so, if he wants to follow that
logic, let him apply it to this situation-the
highest increase of any State in the
Commonwealth.

Since re-clection in 1977-when I might say
that the question of the building and construction
industry and the housing industry generally was
not even mentioned-the increase has been 17.3

per cent, the greatest of any State in that period.
What has the Minister to say about that? What
has the Premier to say in his support?

The price of building materials is rising at a
greater rate in Western Australia than in any
other State of Australia. Inflation within the
building industry is rising at a much faster rate
than in any other State, and since 1974, when the
Government was elected, prices have increased by
49.6 per cent. In absolute terms, so that members
might more readily understand, a home that cost
$25 000 in 1974 now costs $37 400, and mark my
words, this increase has occurred at a time when
the industry has been going through a
deflationary period. Not only has the Government
been unable to control inflation within the
industry but also it has allowed that inflation to
proceed at a time when people have been thrown
out of work in the very same industry-twin evils
proceeding in parallel!

Since its re-election in 1977, the increase in the
cost of construction has been 17.3 per cent; at a
time of more quickly deepening recession, the
increase in price continues almost unabated.

Mr Nanovich: What about the last 12 months?

Mr B. T. BURKE: I will answer the question in
a moment. With respect to unemployment-the
point that the member for Murdoch dismissed
very lightly-in terms of the real problems, the
full horror of this Government's performance
becomes evident.

If we look at the effects of recession and the
effect of unmanaged industries in compassionate
terms, it is the effect on unemployment that
causes concern. In March, 1974, within the
building and construction industry, 145 people
were registered as unemployed. The vacancies at
that time in the same industry were 219. The
ratio of unemployed to vacancies was I :1I.5.

In January, 1977, 930 people within those
industries were unemployed and there were 177
vacancies; that is Aive unemployed to 3.1
vacancies. In January, 1979, there were 1 765
people unemployed within the building and
construction industry and the job vacancies were
14. That means that there were 126 unemployed
for every vacancy.

Mr Skidmore: Pause-to allow the member for
Murdoch to make a comment!

Mr B. T. BURKE: After ive years of
government, ive years of promises. 12 times as
many people are unemployed within the building
and construction industry as there were when this
Government took office.
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Mr Tonkin: The Premier thinks they should
have a haircut!

Mr B. T, BURKE: The figures for the different
categories are even more frightening. For every
one vacancy for a bricklayer in this State, there
are 412 bricklayers who want a job. For every
vacancy for a painter or paper hanger, there are
266 skilled tradesmen of this type out of work.
This means resources are wasted and the cost of
training is ignored. There are 140 registered
unemployed carpenters for every vacancy as at
January. 1979.

Then we turn our attention to business
bankruptcies to see whether or not in this area the
Government's performance and policies reveal the
pressure evident in the other indicators to which I
have referred.

In 1978, the last complete year, 21 per cent of
all business bankruptcies occurred in the building
and construction industry. That is a much higher
percentage than was previously the case. The
annual number of bankruptcies has almost
doubled in the last year for which full statistics
are available; there were 24 business bankruptcies
in this industry in the previous year-1977- and
that figure rose to 40 in 1978. So 40 business
bankruptcies occurred, accurately reflecting the
performance of the Government and reflecting
the failure of its policies.

Mr Wilson: The Premier has had enough; he is
leaving.

Mr B. T. BURKE: As far as loans for new
dwellings are concerned, the number and value of
such loans have declined dramatically. Between
1977 and 1979 the number of loans made
available by lending institutions for the
construction of owner-occupied dwellings has
fallen by almost 4000. That indicates the
confidence that lending institutions and borrowers
have in the Premier's management of the
economy-4 000 fewer loans for the construction
of dwellings in the period from 1977 to 1979. The
value of the fall in the number of loans is $61
million; that is, $61 million which, had the
economy been managed sensibly and had the
previous rate been maintained-not improved
upon but just maintained-would have been
expended within the economy of Western
Australia. What sort of effect would that have
had on unemployment?

As far as interest rates are concerned, let me
refer firstly to savings banks. The upper end rate
for savings banks loans is now I -Y per cent higher
that it was when the Government took office. As
far as building societies are concerned, the
maximum rate of interest in 1977 was I I per

cent-2 per cent higher that it was when this
Government took office,

The Opposition does not lay at the State
Government's doorstep the blame for the
management of interest rates and their specific
application to parts of the economy; but this
Government-and this Premier in
particular-has been at pains in the past to make
promises in these very areas. It has made
promises that its performance shows it has not
fulfilled; promises it was never able to fulfil,
promises made simply to obtain votes, and
promises made in the name of political
expediency.

Mr Wilson: Two per cent down by 1978; that
was the promise.

Mr B. T. BURKE: Let us consider some of the
things this Government has promised to do and
raile to do, Firstly let us consider interest rates,
because they are the main provocation of activity
in so far as availability of money for construction
is concerned.

We have seen the Government running true to
its political expediency applying selective pressure
upon building societies, about which the building
societies have themselves complained. The
Government, in the name of political expediency,
has attempted selectively to influence the money
market in a dangerous and amateurish fashion.
Everybody wants to see lower interest rates-but
nobody wants to see the collapse of building
societies within this State. That is why the
Government has been warned about the situation
by none other than the Chairman of the Perth
Building Society when he said that building
societies can never again allow themselves to be
placed in that position.

We have seen also the low-interest borrowers'
scheme that the Government promised. When
asked about its effectiveness the Minister said,
"Nobody has illustrated any interest in the
scheme." When he revealed details of the scheme,
the reasons for that lack of interest became
apparent. Under the new scheme a person would
have to earn less than he may earn to obtain State
Housing Commission finance at 6 per cent; and if
he qualifies, finance is provided to him at 11I per
cent! Yet the Minister wonders why no-one is
interested in the scheme, and then says, "There
cannot be any problem with it because no-one has
made representations to have the scheme
changed."

The other point that is of great interest is the
very recently announced interest rate subsidy
scheme, in which we saw the reflection of the
trend of thought that has consistently run through
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this Government's attempts to relieve pressure on
those people unable to afford a home. It is true
the interest rate subsidy scheme, during its initial
years, does provide for lower interest rates; but
just as surely it ensures that within a few short
years borrowers will pay substantially higher
interest rates than would be the case if they
borrowed low-interest Government finance.

The reason the Government is prepared to
advance this scheme is its failure to understand
that it is no longer true to say about people and
families that inevitably they will be better off in
future years. It is not true to say that people will
necessarily be better off in 1979 than they were in
1971. This scheme is falling down because many
of the people borrowing money cannot rely on
their fortunes improving to an extent that will

allow them to support the burden. In fact, in the
present economic circumstances they can almost
certainly rely on receiving wage increases tied
closely to indenation or partial indezation,, having
difficulty in obtaining work (or their children, and
facing ever-increasing costs.

[ would like now to deal briefly with the policy
of the State Housing Commission and the area in
which the Government has the opportunity most
directly to influence activity within the building
industry. A few short months ago in this House
we debated the Commonwealth and Stale
Housing Agreement, and at that time the
Opposition opposed the agreement and warned
the then Mininster for Housing of what -would
happen under the terms he proposed to
implement.

The then Minister professed to be astonished
and said we were the only Labor Party in the
nation to oppose the agreement. [He said that he
could not understand why the Opposition in this
place would oppose an agreement that promised
so much. Now we find that all those things the
Opposition then said would happen have come
true in respect of the important areas of. that
agreement and its operation.

We told the Minister and we told the
Parliament that the hardship that would be
imposed upon people would prevent them from
accepting offers of purchase assistance from the
State Housing Commission. The Minister said he
was astonished that we should say that. He said
he could not understand why we alone should
oppose such an agreement. Yet now the reason for
our opposition is obvious to everybody.

Of the last 3 221 offers made to applicants
seeking purchase assistance from the State
Housing Commission prior to the 3rd
April-when my question was answered-anly

206 had been able to obtain assistance. Only 206
applicants successfully obtained purchase
assistance out of more than 3 000 offers made;
and yet the then Minister wondered why we
opposed the agreement that he brought to this
place for ratification.

[ know the new Minister will say that changes
have been made, and I will deal with those in a
moment. But what about those people who did not
defer their loans, who looked at the situation-a
Situation We predicted would happen several
months ago-and decided to drop off the list? Is
that how this Government helps, home
ownership;-by confiscating from those people,
after years of waiting in some cases, any prospect
they previously had?

Before putting forward suggestions of things
the Government should do to overcome the
deficiencies of which the Opposition is critical, let
me make one more prediction. The Minister has
now agreed to increase -the maximum loan
available to applicants for State Housing
Commission assistance from 90 per cent to 95 per
cent. He is hopeful this will overcome the problem
of people not being able to afford State Housing
Commission loans. Remember this: If people
cannot afford loans from the State Housing
Commission, from where are they going to get
them? Are those 3 000 people who were made
offers of assistance going to approach AGC,
Lombards, or Custom Credit to- obtain finance?
Of course they are not.

The State Housing Commission is specifically
in existence to assist low-income earners, and it
has failed to do so in terms of the previous scheme
which operated.

To return to the changes the Minister has
made, be has failed to recognise that the great
problem is the amount of the ingoing costs,
including legal fees. While the Minister reduces
the amount people must find by increasing the
maximum possible loan, he does nothing about
reducing the ingoing costs.

The second point is that under his own scheme,
as outlined in an answer to a question without
notice in this place, the impost on borrowers can
rise to almost $60 a week. The Minister asks low-
income earners to accept that burden when he
knows, as I know, that they can rent privately-
owned houses for $45 or $50 a week. These people
are not going to accept otters of purchase
assistance which will involve them-if they do not
need to obtain a second mortgage-in payments
which exceed the rate of rent they would pay if
they rented privately-owned houses. That is why
the new scheme will not work until the Minister
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realises and accepts that in many cases people
cannot even find the $2 500 they may be required
to find under the new scheme, and thus will not
accept the loan offered to them.

Consequently, while they face the prospect of
repayments in excess of $230 a month, they will
think twice about accepting the loan offered to
them.

The Minister should know from previ ous
experience and records that if no minimum
deposit were required by the State Housing
Commission, there would still be some people who
could not raise the $500 or $600 which the
commission cared to accept as a deposit. Under
previous Ministers-including the Deputy
Premier, to whom I remember making
representations-the State Housing Commission
recognised such situations, and allowed people to
acquire homes on $250 or $300 deposit, because it
wanted to see them own their own homes.

Now, the State Housing Commission not only
prevents that from happening, but also, like
Pontius Pilate, washes its hands of the whole
affair by using terminating building societies to
make decisions.

Let us go back to the stage where deposits were
tailored according to the ability of the applicants
to pay, where we did not make concessions the
Minister has been forced to make on this
occasion, simply because 10 out of every I I offers
were rejected. I predict that while there will be an
increase in the number of people who will accept
offers as a result of this change of policy, the
overall acceptance will in no way approach the
level the Minister would like to see and the level
the Opposition thinks is essential. So, I urge the
Minister-if this new concession fails to have the
effect he so urgently seeks-not to prolong the
experiment unreasonably, but quickly to revert to
a more equitable scheme.

The Opposition predicts that this scheme will
not work, and puts forward the following
suggestions to the Government about the way in
which it may attempt to rectify some of the
present failings. Firstly, we need some sort of
proper management, which will result in the
stabilisation of the building industry. We need the
building industry planned on a long-term basis,
taking into account in a proper correlation the
available funds, materials, land, and skilled
workers.

Through the information related to members in
this place and by the public media in other places
no convincing argument has been put forward by
this Government to support the contention that it
is adopting or is committed to a long-term

planning of the building industry which will result
in the stabilisation of that industry.

We need to see genuine subsidy schemes
operating if the Government is interested in
relieving the burden of high interest rates. We do
not want schemes geared to the unrealistic
proposition that, as a matter of course, people will
become much better off within five or six years,
because it simply is not true. In the 1970s, it is
not possible to say that people will be better off in
eight years' time, and will better be able to look
after the mortgage repayments their housing loan
attracts. We want genuine subsidy schemes if we
are genuinely and sincerely to talk about
combating high interest rates.

It is time building societies were more securely
placed within the financial establishment of the
community. No-one denies their penetration of
the market, their size, their expertise, or their
importance. However, this Government
continually has refused to accord to building
societies the proper place they deserve within the
establishment.

Time and time again from this side of the
House, we have urged the Government to consider
some sort of last resort guarantees to building
societies which would permit them to operate with
lower liquid reserves, and have discussed the need
for a mortgage bank, organised on a State if not a
national basis. Yet we have been met continually
with the reply that the matter is being studied.

Mr Young: Societies hold a great deal more
liquid reserves than they are statutorily required
to, anyway.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The Minister for Health
comes into the Chamber, and comes in again. The
problem is that we want them to be able to use
their liquid reserves at times of shortage of funds
to iron out fluctuations in the market. At the
moment, the uncertainty which plagues the
building industry causes the building societies to
hold more liquid reserves than they need to hold.

Mr Young: You are talking about an
amendment to the legislation.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The Minister is quite
wrong; I have not mentioned that.

In regard to the matter of costs, the Opposition
urges that new sources be investigated, as a way
of overcoming the deposit gap. Those people who
are not eligible for low-interest Government funds
need to have made available to them funds at low
interest rates which will allow them to bridge the
deposit gap. I am not talking now about those
people 'Government members always say we
favour or have a special interest in; I am talking
about those people left in no-man's-land, between
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low-interest Government funds and high-rate
funds from other institutions. Those people can at
least be assisted to the extent that the deposit gap
they face can be funded by low-interest
Government funds. It would seem to me that is a
proper use to which Government money could be
put and a proper measure to increase employment
and improve activity within the building sector.

In regard to the other costs, the Opposition
urges the Government to rethink its ideas on the
size of the blocks of land on which people
traditionally live. We are not suggesting people
should be forced to live on smaller plots of land;
we are saying they should be given the option.

We also want the Government to turn its
attention to the cost of servicing land, to see
whether schemes cannot be developed whereby
local authorities can play a bigger part in the
operation and, if possible, costs can be kept down.

We want more enthusiastic and determined
efforts made to study building techniques, rather
than having suppliers-as I have already
illustrated-who are able to increase prices,
whether justifiably or not, at their own behest.
We want to know that the techniques which
involve the use of their products are the best
techniques, that all the angles have been studied,
and that the information is available. We have yet
to be convinced that this Government takes that
matter seriously.

We want regular2ity and certainty of training in
the building industry. Everyone lauds the
subcontract system, but today it is the
subcontract bricklayers and others who are calling
for some sort of minimum wage. While things are
booming and there is plenty of work, we can have
Ric New sponsoring his nine-week-wonder
bricklayer training course, and nobody minds. As
a reporter, before coming to this place, I can
remember going to see a house the walls of which
had fallen over; the brickwork had been carried
out by some of those nine-week-wonder
bricklayers. That is not a proper basis on which to
establish an industry-al lowing someone within
the industry who has a vested interest in selling
bricks to train people in nine days or nine weeks.
What is proper about that sort of management?

As far as the matters raised by the member for
Murdoch when he spoke of the Housing
Commission are concerned I wish he had held his
speech so that he -might have supported the
amendment I am about to move. One point I want
to make is in relation to the empty apartments
that the State Housing Commission owns.
Members should not complain about the
emptiness of accommodation in areas which are

far removed from employment and which are
inaccessible to many of the services that people
need. It is wrong for the member for Murdoch to
suggest that we lump pensioners into
accommodation that other people will not accept.
Pensioners are lumped together in Medina,
Kwinana, and Coolbellup, and in the vacant Olats
in Balga.

Mr MacK innon: I did not say that.
Mr B. T. BURKE: What the State Housing

Commission should be doing is reducing the
rental rates or charges for the flats by two-thirds.
If that makes a difference, that is good. If it does
not make a difference, then the State Housing
Commission should make those Olats available
free of charge to the people who will use them. At
present the State Housing Commission is not
gaining any benefit from the 300 or 400 empty
flats, and neither is the community.

Amendment to Motion
Mr B. T. BURKE: I move on amendment-
That the following words be added to the

motion-
... but we regret to inform your

Excellency that Your Government has
allowed the building and construction
industries to deteriorate to a state of
severe decline resulting in:

(a) large scale unemployment in
the industries.

(b) the highest increases in prices
for materials of all the State
capital cities in Australia.

(c) failure of business in and
associated with the industries.

This House notes that your
Government's failure to provide
adequate assistance for prospective
home buyers has led to long delays,
financial hardship and heavy burdens on
many home owners and tenants.

Additionally, your Government has
failed to ensure that needy people are-
adequately assisted to obtain suitable
housing.

MR WILSON (Dianella) [12.22 p.J: I
formally second the amendment. I have pleasure
in seconding the amendment, and in so doing I
want to take the opportunity to read again the
second last paragraph of the amendment moved
by the member for Balcatta as follows-

This House notes that your Government's
failure to provide adequate assistance for
prospective home buyers has led to long
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delays, financial hardship and heavy burdens
on many home owners and tenants.

In his comments, the member for Balcatta made
reference to the effect of interest rates on the
situation which pertains to the promises regarding
assistance for home buyers and for those
requiring special financial assistance to place
themselves in a decent housing situation. Perhaps
the situation is even worse than the member for
Balcatta has indicated. It is worse in terms of the
fact that developments at the Federal level have
affected the prospects of interest rates in the near
future.

It is significant that in the last couple of
months, and certainly since the Parliament
resumed, we have not heard anything from the
Premier, as we have not heard anything from the
Prime Minister, about interest rates and the
prospects for interest rates in the near future.
There was a lot said last year, and there was a lot
said at the time of the Federal election in 1977. In
fact, we heard some very stirring promises from
the Prime Minister which were supported by the
Premier. Those promises included one that
interest rates would fall by 2 per cent by the end
of 1978. We have not heard much about that
promise since the end of 1978, and for very goad
reasons.

I would like to quote from an article in
yesterday's issue of The West Australian which
was headed, "Bank lead to bond rate". Part of the
article read as follows-

Federal and State Governments are faced
with the prospect of interest rates on building
societies, savings banks and trading banks
rising.

This, in turn, could flow through to
sensitive domestic interest rates which people
pay on home loans and overdrafts.

Professional bond dealers have been
scornful recently of government policy and
the lack of direction from the Reserve Dank.

There have been allegations that the
authorities are out of touch with the bond
market.

Unless the March-quarter CPI figures are
better than expected, dealers think that the
10 per cent rate could flow through into
medium or even long-term bonds in the May
loan.

This would put the final "crunch" on other
interest rates.

Bond-market professionals now are
speculating on a possible 10 per cent rate on
bonds up to I8 months in the May loan.

The writing is on the wall. The promises we were
receiving last year about falls in interest rates
have come to nothing. In fact, they have stopped
because of the failure of the Federal Government
to come to terms with the financial situation.

I would like to quote from The Australian
Financial Review of yesterday in which this same
matter was discussed. A comment was made as
follows-

By now it is a commonplace remark in the
financial system that the Government seems
to have blown its economic strategy and
every additional day of irresolution serves
only to confirm this impression.

So much for the remarks of the member for
Murdoch about the Government's strategy in
regard to inflation and interest rates. The article
continues as follows-

It is impossible not to speculate that the
motives for delaying action are purely short
term political: that Mr Fraser is risking the
fate of his own Government in 1980-81 in the
hope of bolstering Mr Hamer's Government
in next month's Victorian elections.

That is the absolute truth-short-term political
considerations. The Premier of Western Australia
is hand in glove with the Prime Minister of
Australia in selling out the interests of this State
in order to bolster the interests of the Victorian
Liberal Government. That is the measure of
concern of this Premier and of this Government
about the housing situation. The concern of
people about interest rates in this State-

Mr Sibson: Who chased that up for you?
Mr WILSON: I was quoting from The West

Australian and from The Australian Financial
Review.

Mr Young: That makes the statement absolute
fact, as you indicated? It proved conclusively that
the member for Murdoch was wrong?

Mr WILSON: If the Minister does not want to
look at the trends, if he wants to bury his head in
the sand and follow the Premier blindly, that is
his lookout.

Mr Young: When someone quotes like that,
they are following blindly.

Mr WILSON: The situation is grim indeed,
and the outlook is grim indeed for all those people
who suffer loss from any failure by the Federal
Government, and the State Government in
collusion with the Federal Government of the
same colour, to handle interest rates in the best
interests of the people of this country.

We have heard promises about interest rates.
We have heard promises that were based purely
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on short-term, political understandings of what
could be gained from those promises. Now those
promises have been shown to be raise. Now we see
that the trends are in fact the opposite of what we
were promised. We are facing a situation later
this year in which, for the people who are waiting
anxiously to know whether they can obtain
finance for a new home, and the people who have
only recently purchased homes on terms which
have stretched their financial resources to the
very greatest degree, any upward fluctuation of
the interest rates could be ruinous. This would
lead to deterioration in their health and that of
their families. It would lead to a deterioration in
their future.

We know that is the situation because we know
that has happened before. Many members of the
House will know people personally who, as a
result of the upward fluctuations in interest rates,
have been ruined forever. Their whole family
situation has been terribly influenced by that
development. That is the development we are
facing and the sort of serious problem with which
we should be involved in this debate.

The mover of the amendment referred to the
State Housing Commission and I shall do the
same now. We have heard lots of things and had
facts and figures presented which indicate the
poor situation with respect to many vacant flats in
certain parts of the metropolitan area. We have
had lots of points of view explaining the reasons
for these vacancies. In fact, we are used to
hearing from the commission, the Minister, and
members on the Government side, the statement
that one of the main factors is that applicants and
prospective tenants are over-selective. I suppose
the description of being over-selective can be
more easily levelled at people in the lower income
level; at pensioners and people whose leeway and
financial ability to make their way in life is
restricted. It is very easy for some people to
describe them as being over-selective when they
are not prepared to accept some of the
accommodation offered by the commission. It is
easy to say that about people who have no option
or whose options are very much less than those
who are on higher incomes and have a more
affluent lifestyle.

We should begin to consider whether or not
their over-selectivity may not be justified. T am
aware of many of the situations where offers of
accommodation have been made to people and
where those people consistently have turned them
down. I am not surprised the accommodation has
been turned down. I certainly do not blame the
prospective tenants as much of the

accommodation offered has become virtually slum
dwellings.

Any prospective tenant looking at these
situations and considering what sort of
environment they offer for themselves and their
families would be bound to turn the offer down.
Some of the buildings are jerry-built. There are
many instances in my electorate of town house
units and flats which can be described only as
jerry-built accommodation. I amh aware of one
group of units, on which the State Housing
Commission recently has spent some thousands of
dollars on what it calls upgrading which has
simply involved an attempt to fix leaking roofs-a
condition which has existed since they were
built-where people in those units are still
contacting me with the same complaint that the
roofs are leaking.

These units are surrounded by an environment
which is depressing. No-one would want to live in
these units. Certainly a single mother or father
with young children would not want to take his or
her family into that situation. Yet these are the
sorts of conditions which are offered. Much of
this sort of accommodation is occupied by single
parent families with large numbers of children. In
that situation the only likelihood is that the total
environment in which those groups of people are
placed can only be expected to deteriorate.

New people going into those situations do not
have a chance. Single tenants in those situations
who try to improve their surroundings, who try to
make a go of it, do not have a hope in the world of
succeeding. Everything is against them. What
usually happens is that they are dragged down by
their Surroundings. They have to be prepared to
live at a low common denominator level which at
previous times they would never have contented
themselves with.

This is a deplorable situation and is one of the
main reasons many of these units remain vacant.
No decent, self-respecting person would live in
them. There is a great need for much more
upgrading work to be carried out. There is a great
need for the commission to come to terms with
the necessity for local management control of
these units. There is a great need for the
commission to consider putting in more resident
caretakers with more powers of supervision. There
are many tenants in these flats and town house
units who would not mind if the State Housing
Commission were tougher and required higher
standards from the occupants of these units. This
would give these tenants who want to make a
better go of things a bigger chance of success.
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As things stand the management at the local
level and the standards required by the
commission are not high enough. If the standards
were enforced many more people would be happy
to live in those situations, under a better
environment.

I believe the Minister and the commission
should give much more attention to this situation
and should try with a greater degree of effort to
take the tenants into their confidence and attempt
to bring about an overall improvement in the
environment in which these people have to 'live.
The commission has to be stricter with those
people who will not comply with decent standards.
Such people must be taught to respect the rights
and wishes of those who want to live in a better
environment.

To give these people an opportunity to have a
better environment we should not be content with
the situation in which low-income earners, single-
income families with children and similar people,
are forced to live in substandard situations
for no fault of their own.

I put a submission to the Minister with respect
to one such block of units recently. These
recommendations were not primarily my
recommendations; they were recommendations
which came to me from tenants who had
aspirations of living in a better environment.

Mr Nanovich: Are you talking about the
development in the East Girrawheen area?

Mr WILSON: Not necessarily, but some
developments there would fall into this category.

Mr Nanovich: That is a shocking development.
The decision to go ahead with that development
was taken during the term of the Labor
Government.

Mr WILSON: I make no excuses for whoever
was responsible. Personally I am not in favour of
it. The member for Whitford has given me a
perfect lead into the matter I wish now to discuss
and I am grateful to him. I should like to move on
from what I have said previously and say that the
SKC has not learnt its lesson from situations such
as that which exists in Girrawbeen. The SUC still
proposes to proceed with town house
developments in one part of my electorate which I
believe will lead to the same situation, as has
occurred in the past.

Mr B. T. Burke: And in one part of my
electorate also.

Mr WILSON: The member for Balcatta has
indicated that the SHC intends to adopt the same
proposal in his electorate.

Mr MacK innon: You do not support town
house development?

Mr WILSON-. In certain situations I have
reservations about town house development,
because of the experience we have had with other
town house developments such as the one
mentioned by the member for Whitford. In one
part of my electorate high density town house
development is proposed on small blocks of land
which have been retained for that purpose since
the SI-C single dwelling accommodation and
private single dwelling accommodation was
completed some time ago. Such areas exist in
restricted streets, culs de sac, and similar
locations where the concentration of SHC rental
town house units will inevitably lead to problems.
This type of development will lead to traffic
congestion in culs de sac; large concentrations of
young children in confined areas away from open
spaces; and all the problems we have faced in
similar situations in other SH-C housing areas.

I am referring to developments in some parts of
Koondoola where the SH-C has received protests
from local residents and from the Shire of
Wanneroo, The SHC should be prepared to have
a second look at some of those developments and
in view of past experience it should be prepared to
review the developments with which it proposes to
proceed.

I am not saying that we should not consider
tuwni house development full stop; but conditions
should be laid down for the build ins of town
house units and other medium density units in
terms of their location and the likely problems
which will ensue as a result of the lessons we have
learnt from previous experience with similar units
in like locations elsewhere.

I should like to say also that I know there is a
problem in relation to Aboriginal housing. Many
people, including myself, feel that it is an
anomaly when hundreds of SH-C units are vacant
and hundreds of Aboriginal people lack housing. I
am aware consideration is being given to placing
selected Aboriginal families in flats in SH-C areas.
In fact, in same parts of the metropolitan area
this is already under way and I am informed by
the SH-C that it is proceeding on an experimental
basis.

I accept the fact that the SHC has said it is
being done on an experimental basis. I certainly
hope that is correct, because although I am as
concerned as anyone else about the problem of
homeless Aboriginal families-or families of any
racial origin- and I believe they should be
housed, I have some reservations and concern
about housing such people in flats. These people
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have not had experience of living in flats and they
could be said not to have the social skills or
background to cope with the pressures created as
a result of living in them. Problems could arise in
this situation. The families themselves could
encounter difficulties, because of the pressures
which will be placed on them in such situations.
There could be problems also as a result of what
might be termed a lack of tolerance generally in
the community in regard to that type of
development. We have to be aware of this matter.
It is a very sensitive situation.

Sitting suspended from 1 2.45 to 2.15 p.m.
Mr WILSON: Prior to the luncheon suspension

I was expressing a concern which is shared by
other members in this place about the
experimental action of the SHC in placing some
families with children-and these include
Aboriginal families-in apartments and flats in
commission areas in the metropolitan region. I
reiterate that concern to the Minister and urge
that the experimental programme be watched
carefully in the interests of the families concerned
and those who live in the vicinity.

The Opposition has been forced to move the
amendment, because it has become aware-as the
community at large has become aware-that the
Government has allowed the whole question of
housing to go by default. For that reason I urge
the House to support the amendment.

MR RIDGE (Kimberley-Minister for
Housing) 12.16 p.m.]: Probably my friend, the
member for South Perth, would have described
the Opposition's efforts in this particular matter
as having scaled the Everest of hypocrisy, and
that is precisely what it did, and in doing so it
exposed some of its own shortcomings and
Achilles' heel because it disclosed an inability to
acknowledge performance and reality. Members
opposite revealed a total lack of understanding of
what the State has been able to achieve in the
housing field, and has demonstrated they are best
suited to remain on the Opposition benches.

Government members: Hear, hear!
Mr RIDGE: The member for Balcatta is very

clever in his use of words, but, unfortunately,
often his words are not tempered with logic. He
paints a verbal pidture of woe and despair, but
this is not the case. The Government of Western
Australia is proud of its record in housing-and
with good reason. In times of economic hardship,
and times when the State Government has
brought down a balanced Budget every year,
record amounts of money are being spent in the
housing field.

Mr B. T. Burke: That is not right.
Mr RIDGE: On the 5th April the member for

Balcatta asked the following question-
What was the total expenditure on housing

by the State in each of the past five years?
The reply was-

1973/74 $29 148
1974/75 $53 805
1975/76 $39 505
1976/77 366 105
1977/78 $84 751

235.
487.
431.
343.
444.

As I say, record amounts are being spent on the
provision of housing in Western Australia.

Mr B. T. Burke: Are you saying that the State
is the only body spending money on housing?

Mr RIDGE: Most certainly not, and I will
come to that in a moment.

The State is concerned with helping people with
housing problems, and I suggest we have
overcome the situation to a large extent. Waiting
times for accommodation have been reduced to
the lowest they have ever been.

Mr B. T. Burke: You are talking simply about
the State Housing Commission.

Mr RIDGE: Yes. Subject to applicants not
being too selective-and that is an aspect with
which I will deal shortly-we can accommodate
any eligible metropolitan applicant in a matter of
hours; and that is not a bad record of
performance. To claim the situation is critical is
nothing short of humbug on the part of the
Opposition.

Mr B. T. Burke: You are talking simply of the
State Housing Commission, are you?

Mr RIDGE: I suggest that, given the ability to
continue with our programmes at the rate we have
over recent years, we will be able to clean up some
of the evident trouble spots, such as the north
where the waiting times are inordinately
high-much higher than they are in the south.
Given the ability to do this, in a comparatively
few years there will be little need for the State to
add greatly to its existing rental stock, because
the turnover will be sufficient to cope with the
demand.

Mr B. T. Burke: Don't call me a humbug! You
have not mentioned the building industry, but
simply the commission. Talk about hypocrisy!

Mr RIDGE: I will come to that; do not worry.
The arguments of the member for Balcatta will be
shot down in flames.

I can foresee the commission spending much
more on pensioner accommodation, housing
childless couples, and perhaps housing single
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working people and others who are at present
ineligible. The commission is not bereft of ideas
and has an imaginative and compassionate staff.

We have acknowledged our responsibility to
assist the most deserving cases; that is, people on
the lower end of the income scale, who are some
of the people to whom the member for Balcatta
referred. A high proportion of all tenants in SHC
homes at present are on rebated rentals. It is
significant to note that there were 23 36t
Common wealth-Sta te homes at December last,
and 11 646, or 49.85 per cent, of the occupants of
those homes were receiving rebates.

The weekly value to the Government of those
rebates was $160 100. That represents a loss of
revenue to the State Housing Commission of $8
million a year. That is not a bad contribution to
be able to make towards assisting people at the
lower end of the income scale.

Rebate rental cases are continuing to increase
at a fairly steady rate and in the two months to
December, last year, of 614 placements made
approximately 82 per cent were eligible for
rebates. The point I make is that the Government
has readily accepted the necessity for assisting
people in difficult financial circumstances.

Mr Sibson: Very well done too.

Mr RIDGE: The member for Balcatta, in the
amendment he has proposed to this House, said-

. . . we regret to inform Your Excellency
that your Government has allowed the
building and construction industries to
deteriorate.,.

The member particularly related his remarks to
the State Housing Commission.

Mr B. T. Burke: I did not.
Mr RIDGE: The member did so.
Mr B. T. Burke:. I did not.
Mr RIDGE: The member related his remarks

to the State Housing Commission.
Mr B. T. Burke: Do not be silly. Three-quarters

of my remarks were with regard to the building
and construction -industries-to which the
amendment refers. The amendment makes no
mention of the State Housing Commission. Do
not mislead ihe House, humbug.

Sir Charles Court: You criticised us for trying
to divert your attention back to the building
industry.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mir B. T. Burke: Do not be ridiculous.
The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come

to order! The Minister for Housing.

Mr RIDGE: Let me point out that the Slate
Housing Commission is not the monster people
believe it to be. It is not responsible for providing
all the housing requirements in Western
Australia. Indeed, the commission provides only a
small proportion of housing; something in the
order of 7 per cent of new building construction
that takes place in this State. I believe it-must be
appreciated that for the three years ended 1976-
77 the level of activity in the home building
industry in Western Australia was about 25 per
cent above what was considered by the indicative
planning council to be the long-term demand for
this State. That over-building resulted in some
6 000 units and houses being built which were in
excess of or surplus to the demand.

Quite obviously, those three years can be
described as a boom period for the building
industry. However, unfortunately the return to a
figure of anything less than the figures we
experienced in those years seems to be
unacceptable to the building industry.

Recognising that private home building was to
suffer in this period, I concluded that an increased
rate of activity on the part of the Government,
through the State Housing Commission, was one
way to help to stimulate the industry. As a result
of that conclusion, certain initiatives were taken
and the State increased its building programme.
The construction of an extra 305 units by the
State Housing Commission was announced on the
16th December last, and an extra allocation of
funds for the home purchase assistance account
was made-also on the 16th December. The latter
amount which, I think, totalle $4.85 million, was
made available particularly for people on the
State Housing Commission home purchase list
who were anxious to build their own homes. That
money was available only to those people who
were prepared to go into new constructions. The
idea was that we would stimulate the building
industry and, at the same time, release sonic of
the rental sector presently being occupied.

An amount of $11 million was poured into the
industry to try to overcome the problems which
have arisen during the last few months. Even so, I
still do not believe that the long-term demand will
Support a return to the boom years we
experienced up to 1976-77. The over-building
which occurred during those years must mean
there will be a somewhat depressed demand until
existing stocks of unsold houses have been
liquidated.

I would also suggest that until some of the
major project 's we have in mind get under way
and into full swing, it is quite obvious there will
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continue to be significant unemployment in the
building industry.

Mr B. T. Burke: The Government has been
saying that for seven years.

Mr RIDGE: I can assure the member we have
a pretty good idea of what will happen over the
next few years.

Mr B. T. Burke: The Premier said that in 1974
when he promised houses for everyone.

Mr RIDGE: The member for Balcatta was also
very critical of the Government because of its
policy in relation to apartments.

Mr B. T. Burke: The Premier is a bit touchy.
He has fallen right down in this area through all
his Ministers. Six months for each Minister.

Mr RIDGE: The member for Balcatta
particularly described the Government as having
an apartment orientated policy. I am darned if I
know what he was talking about, because the
father of all apartments was a former Labor
Minister for Housing, the Hon. Herb Graham.
He seemed to have got this thing under way in the
first place.

Mr B. T. Burke: I will read to the -Minister my
words: I said your policies are forcing an
apartment orientated lifestyle on the people. Do
not convert my remarks to your own words.

Mr RIDGE: The member said that this
Government has an apartment orientated policy; I
wrote down the words.

Mr B. T. Burke: Do not be ridiculous. Good
God, the Minister is making a fool of himself.

Mr RIDGE: The member sits there like a toad
flapping his jowls.

Mr B. T. Burke: There we go again;
personalities.

Mr RIDGE: Yes. I gave the member an
opportunity to make his speech and I listened
without interjecting.

Mr B. T. Burke: Rubbish! The Premier would
not stop interjecting. You seem to think that I am
an Aboriginal from the Kimberley and that you
can stop me from voting.

Mr RIDGE: If I had an opportunity I would do
that to the member for Balcatta.

Mr B. T. Burke: I repeat the Minister's words:
If he had an opportunity he would do that.

Mr RIDGE: I said, "to the member for
Balcatta". That is where his simple little mind
twists everything around.

It is desirable to go back a few years and
determine why it was necessary to go into flats
building to the extent we did. In 1967-68 there

was a serious backlog of applications for rental
accommodation in Western Australia. [ think it is
probably ironical that part of the reason was the
result of the policy of the Government, and I do
not deny that. The policy was to sell some of its
stock to the occupants.

So the State Housing Commission and the
Governments-and I am talking about both
Labor and Liberal Governments---considered it
desirable to have a permanent core of rental stock
which was unlikely to be sold so that people in
emergent situations, in particular, could be
housed. The decision was reached to go into
apartments, not out of desire but out of necessity.
At the time the State Housing Commission would
have preferred to go into town-house construction,
but it had trouble with local authorities, so it went
into apartment construction.

Eventually this problem was overcome, but I
also point out that the State Housing Commission
has not gone into any major apartment building
projects for four or five years. As far as I am
concerned, I do not want it to do so, and the
commission does not want to go into these
projects, because we recognise that apartments
are generally considered to be undesirable as
family accommodation..

Great play was made on the commission's
policy in relation to purchase assistance. For a
start, I point out that it has been only a
comparatively short time since the State Housing
Commission opted out of vendor financing and
passed the responsibility over to building societies.

Mr B. T. Burke: When was it?
Mr RIDGE: I say this, because it is only

recently that we have been able to gather some
reasonably reliable statistical information which
might properly reflect the trend that has been
taking place during the course of this financial
year.

Mr B. T. Burke: It was November, 1976, more
than two years ago.

Mr RIDGE: The information we have been
able to collate, which is still incomplete, has
demonstrated that many anomalies have
occurred-and I am the first person to admit
it-which have acted as deterrents to people
purchasing their own homes. But I would like the
Opposition to give us a little credit for trying to
correct some of the anomalies as they have been
brought to our attention. There has been a
significant number of withdrawals from and
deferments on the home purchase list. I will come
back to that subject.

The amount of equity required from a
prospective purchaser has obviously been one of
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the major stumbling blacks but we have acted on
this to some extent. In answer to a question from
the member for Balcatta on the opening day of
Parliament I indicated I was giving consideration
to reducing deposits and the Government had in
mind other initiatives-at this stage I am not
prepared to say what those initiatives are because
I think it is desirable to test the market first, as
announced a couple of days ago-to reach a
situation where the people have to pay an equity
of only 5 per cent instead of 10 per cent.

I pointed out that I was hoping we could come
to an arrangement with Mortgage insurance
brokers whereby the value of the premium could
be included in the loan. I am happy to report that
each of the mortgage insurance brokers has come
back to me indicating he is happy with the
discussions which took place and will be able to
include the value of that premium in the loan.
This will effectively reduce the ingoing required
by a tenant from $4 000 to about $2 200. Under
these new rules-and I know this was a matter of
concern to the member for Balcatta-applicants
who have previously been deferred or declined
assistance will be given another opportunity to
determine whether they wish to take advantage of
the new guidelines.

I would like to make reference to fees. Like
other members, I have been concerned at the
amount of fees an intending purchaser has had to
pay. The fees have amounted to something in the.
order of SI 058, made up of stamp duty on the
property transfer $375, stamp duty on mortgage
$33, legal fees for the preparation of the
mortgage $150, a valuation fee of $65, entrance
fee to the terminating building society $95, and a
Mortgage insurance premium of $340.

1 have been actively trying to reduce these fees
and only recently I discussed the question of
mortgage insurance with the mortgage insurance
brokers with a view to their reducing their
premiums in the event of the State Housing
Commission or the building societies being able to
arrange for bulk scheduling. They were not able
to indicate whether they were prepared to accept
such a proposition, but they have certainly
declared they will be happy to give it sympathetic
consideration.

I have also expressed to the Federation of
Building Societies my concern at the level of fees
charged by valuers and legal fees. I believe the
banks have overcome the situation in regard to
legal fees as a result of having a solicitor on the
staff, and I can foresee a time when, if the
building societies cannot afford to go to that
'extent, they will be able to band together and
perhaps employ one solicitor in order to overcome

the problem. At my request, they have agreed to
discuss the matter with the Law Society and to
discuss the question of valuations with the
Institute of Valuers to see whether they can do
something about reducing valuation fees.

I now refer to the funds which have been made
available by the State Housing Commission to the
home purchase assistance account in 1978-79.
Last year two allocations were made, the first
$4.875 million and the second $5.085 million. The
latter amount was made available to State
Housing Commission rental tenants to purchase
new properties and were to have the dual effect of
stimulating the building industry and at the same
time releasing some of the rental stock presently
available.

In addition, and as a result of consultation and
co-operation with the permanent building
societies, another $13 million was made available
by the building societies, toassiscel igible applicants.
following agreement between the commission and
the building societies to a special subsidy scheme.
The lending terms are generally in keeping with
the conditions relating to home purchase
assistance, with the exception that the permanent
building societies will be subsidised by the State
Housing Commission for the loss of interest in
reducing the interest rates to the deferred
applicants. The schem~e was launched only
recently and it is as yet too early to report on
progress.

On the question of withdrawals and deferments
of entry to the home purchase assistance scheme,
much has been said about the number of people
who have been recorded as having withdrawn
from or deferred home purchase assistance. I
believe it is rather important to look at some of
the reasons for withdrawal or deferment.

As I said earlier, our statistics are still
incomplete, but it is interesting to note that of 901
applicants on the withdrawn or deferred lists, 290
sought withdrawal for various reasons, the bulk of
them related to insufficient deposits. Of the 290
people, 26 deferred because of insufficient deposit
and being unprepared to undertake a larger
financial commitment; 207 simply said they had
insufficient deposit; 22 had insufficient deposit
due to funds being exhausted on new cars,
holidays, or trips overseas; 27 had insufficient
deposit due to funds being expended on furniture;
and eight had insufficient deposit due to
unemployment. I have already acknowledged that
the deposit was a problem, and now that it has
been reduced those who deferred will have the
opportunity to take another bite of the cherry.
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It is interesting to note the reasons for
withdrawal. Of the original 901 who were
withdrawn or who deferred, 611 gave these
reasons: 25 or 4.1 per cent, were ineligible on the
grounds of excessive income or no dependants; 32
of thenm, or 5.2 per cent, were purchasing
privately; I I were debarred because of the age of
the applicant; eight were unable to raise sufficient
deposit although the maximum deferment had
been granted; 17 were no longer interested in
purchase assistance; and 518, or 84.8 per cent, did
not reply to certified mail offering assistance. The
significance of the 84.8 per cent of withdrawals
must be looked at. When the offer of assistance
wa3 conveyed to these people, it was pointed out
specifically on the letter sent to them that the lack
of response within 14 days would result in their
application being cancelled. To me the
significance is that many people have weighed up
the advantages of living in a State Housing
Commission rental house as against entering into
a purchase situation.

Let us face it; to a great many of these people a
purchase contract is just not on. The maximum
rent payable currently by a commission tenant in
a three-bedroomed house of recent vintage is $35
a week. When converted to a monthly figure, that
is $150 approximately. These people know what
their commitments are, and although they know
the rent may be varied from time to time by the
State Housing Commission they are prepared to
accept that as a small risk. These people are
aware that, if they run into financial difficulties
or find themselves out of work, the commission
will grant a rebate so that the rental is related to
the capacity to pay. A tenant in a rental situation
knows that when he reaches pensionable age he
will qualify for life tenancy at a rebated rental. As
against that, the minimum monthly instalment for
a purchase contract at 6 per cent over 30 years is
$171. So immediately, a person purchasing a
State Housing Commission home is $21 a month
worse off than is the person renting.

In addition to this, a person purchasing a home
becomes responsible for paying his rates. This
could be anything up to $200 a year for local
government rates and $36 a year plus excess for
water rates. Insurance would be about another
$100 a year, and maintenance costs could be
considerable. So a conservative estimate is that
these extra charges would amount to
approximately $10 a week. One does not need
much imagination to appreciate that for $150 a
month these people can have security of tenure
and generous consideration if ever their financial
circumstances change.

The alternative as a purchaser is to pay $210 a
month in the knowledge that there could be
difficulties in meeting commitments if problems
arise. A great deal has been said about the
reasons for deferments, and so on, but I believe
the lack of response from a number of applicants
for housing assistance reflects the level of their
interest in home ownership.

The member (or Dianella referred to a scheme
the State Housing Commission has under trial at
the moment whereby selected Aborigines are
being placed in apartment accommodation.
Although the member is not present at the
moment, I would like to assure him that this is
simply a trial and the State Housing Commission
is very selective in determining who shall move
into these premises.

I do not believe the commission and the
Government of Western Australia have a bad
record when it comes to housing Aborigines.
However, I would like to make the point that
some of the Aborigines occupying commission
homes at the moment need to adopt a more
realistic attitude. Unfortunately a few
troublemakers bring the rest of their people into
disrepute. We are looking for reasonable
standards of cleanliness and behaviour. We ask
people to have some regard for their neighbours
and not to continually overcrowd their
accommodation. Naturally we are seeking prompt
payment of rent.

We consider also that it is very desirable for
Aborigines who require assistance to let us know
of their need. In countless cases people complain
that nothing is being done for them and yet they
have not had the courtesy of lodging their name
with the SHC for assistance. That was the case
fairly recently when some people were camped on
Heirisson Island demanding better housing
conditions. I think it was determined that the
SHC had only two of these people on its list for
assistance. Of course, some of these people owed
the commission large sums of money and so it was
unlikely that they would be assisted until they had
met their commitments to the commission.

It was pointed out by the member for Balcatta
and the member for Dianella-who were not in
their seats during my reply to this amendment to
the Address-in-Reply-

Mr B. T. Burke: Don't be silly-I haven't left
the Chamber. You are being deliberately
mischievous.

Mr Clarko: You haven't been in your seat for a
while.

Mr RIDGE: That indicates the level of their
interest in the amendment before the House. The
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Government has no case to answer and I oppose
the amendment.

MR HODGE (Melville) [2.46 p.m.]: I wish to
support the amendment moved by the member for
Balcatta. Before I come to analyse the points in
detail, I want to comment on the pathetic apology
for a speech that the Minister has just delivered. I
think I was the only one in the Chamber listening
to him. I heard every word.

Mr Jamieson: And the Hansard
reporters-they have to listen.

Mr I-ODGE: For the first few minutes of his
speech I felt anger at the Minister when he
misquoted the member for Balcatta. However,
after that I felt sorry ror him, because no-one on
his own side was listening. The member for South
Perth was asleep and other members were talking
or sleeping. Hie stood up there and mumbled
apologies for the Government's record.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr H-ODGE: H-e said the Government was
very pleased with its record.

Mr Ridge: Proud, I said.
Mr H-ODGE: All I can say about that comment

is that the Government is easily pleased. The last
time I checked the SH-C waiting list for a
constituent, it showed a 12-year wait to purchase
a home in the Fremantle district. The SHC
officer told me that the commission currently is
processing applications made in January. 1967.
As I said before, I can only comment that the
Government is very easily pleased.

If there is any area in which this Government
has demonstrated its incompetence any more
clearly than in unemployment, then it must be in
the building and construction field. The
Government's record is appalling, and the
Minister's apology today just does not cut any ice
with us at all.

Mr Clarko: Are you going to give us facts?
Mr Shaldbrs: How come the Tonkin

Government did not catch up?
Mr HODGE: The member for Karrinyup did

not listen to his own Minister. I sat there and
watched him.

Mr Clarko: You will learn a great deal from
watching me; you want to follow me closely.

Mr HODGE: I will learn how to avoid a lot of
bad habits if I watch the member for Karrinyup.

Mr Clarko: I was never asleep.
Mr Shalders: How come the Tonkin

Government did not catch up?
(19)

Mr HODGE: The only point in the Minister's
speech was that he made a fleeting reference to
the fact that the Government would like to do
something about the rip-off of young couples over
mortgage fees. This is an area where the
Government should take action immediately. It
could introduce legislation to provide a standard
mortgage. I estimate that this rip-off is costing
the young people of this State an estimated $1.5
to $2 million a year in money paid unnecessarily
to solicitors and law firms through arrangements
with building societies. This Government could
legislate for a standard mortgage for all buildings
under the Transfer of Land Act.

Most mortgages entered into by young people
are uncomplicated and straightforward and they
could be drawn up on standard forms. Most of
these mortgages presently are typed up by a
junior typist at a solicitor's office, and processed
by a clerk. The solicitor barely sees them.

Unemployment in the building and construction
industry must be one of the worst aspects of the
Government's record.

Mr B. T. Burke: I don't think the Minister
mentioned that.

Mr HODGE: No, he did not; he was to
embarrassed to mention it. Unemployment has
increased 12-fold since the Government came to
office in 1974. These figures cannot bie denied;
they are the official figures put out by the
Australian Bureau of Statistics.

In March, 1974, 145 skilled building tradesmen
were registered as unemployed. At the same time
there were 219 job vacancies. The member for
Karrinyup has asked for some facts, and I am
giving them. He will probably find them most
unpalatable.

Mr Clarco: As long as you do not abuse the
statistics, we will be happy.

Mr HODGE: The statistics for skilled
construction workers in Western Australia who
are unemployed, and the job vacancies available
for them, as at January, 1979, are as follows-

Skilled
Tradesmen
Bricklayers
Carpenters
Fibrous Plaster
Fixers
Painters and Paper

Hangers
Plasterers
Plumbers
Tilers
Other

Total

No.
Un-

employed
412
561

Job
Vacancies

4

32 0

266
70

178
97

149
1765

2
4

1i
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So we have 1 765 men chasing 14 jobs; and these
are all skilled tradesmen in the building and
construction industry.

Whilst there has been a massive downturn in
employment, that has been matched also by a
downturn in general activity in building right
throughout the State. A comparison of the nine-
month period between January and September of
1978 and the corresponding period in 1977 reveals
a grim picture. The number of building approvals
for new private dwellings in that period fell by
1 983, and the value of those approvals fell by $31
million.

Mr B. T. Burke: The Minister didn't mention
that.

Mr I-ODGE: No, he is not interested in that.
The total number of approvals for all dwellings
fell by 2491, and the total value of those
approvals fell by $42.8 million. Is it any wonder,
when one considers these grim statistics, that
there are so many unemployed people? The total
value of private new dwellings approved,
commenced, completed, and under construction
between January and September, 1978, fell by
$297.6 million compared with the same period in
1977. The total value of all new dwellings
approved, commenced, completed, and under
construction between January and September,
1978, fell by $331 million compared with the
corresponding period in the previous year.

When we look at the cost of building materials
we find this State has the worst record in
Australia. This capital city has the highest cost of
building materials in the nation. There has been a
90.4 per cent increase in the cost of building
materials used on all buildings other than homes.

Mr Ridge: That is interesting, because the
State Housing Commission is building houses now
at the same price for which it was building them
two years ago.

Mr IHODGE: I will get to that point in a
minute; I am talking about building materials
used on buildings other than homes.

Mr Shalders: You have just sunk the member
for Balcatta. once again.

Mr B. T. Burke: You don't even listen.
Mr Shalders: You have been torpedoed.

Mr HODGE: The cost of building materials
has increased by 90.4 per cent since 1974.
Members of the Government were asking for
statistics, and now when they get them they do
not like it.

Mr B. T. Burke: They are a little touchy on the
whole subject.

Mr HODGE: I am not even half-way through
the statistics yet, so members opposite will get
plenty more.

Mr B. T. Burke: The Deputy Premier used to
let people into houses with $300 or $400 when he
was the Minister.

Mr HODGE: Since 1977 the cost of building
materials for buildings other than housing has
increased by 17.3 per cent.

Now let us consider the cost of home building
materials: they have increased by 49.6 per cent
since 1974. 1 do not know whether the Minister
cares to deny that or whether he is even listening.

Mr Clarko: Is that increase in real terms?
Mr H-ODGE: Yes, it takes inflation into

account, and it is the highest increase of any State
in Australia. What it means to young couples who
want to build an average three-bedroomed home,
is that such a home which cost about $25 000 in
1974 now costs about $37 400-an increase of
$12 400 in five years.

Mr Clarko: I believe the cost of Western
Australian homes is the cheapest in the whole of
Australia.

Mr HODGE: I have just told the member for
lKarrinyup that the statistics prove otherwise.

Mr Clarko: You are comparing double brick
homes with homes built with other materials.

Mr B. T. Burke: No, it is not the cost per
square.

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the two members
who are engaged in a cross-Chamber conversation
to desist.

Mr HODGE: Thank you, Sir. What that
means, of course, is that young married couples
seeking a new three-bedroomed house must pay
$12 400 more than they had to pay five years ago;,
and this is under a Government which entered the
election with grand, rosy promises. I would like to
quote from the Liberal Party policy speech of
1974 as follows-

Western Australia is plunging silently into
a housing crisis.

...We could also see prices of average
homes rising by $1 50042 000 this year
(1974) as a direct result of the current
inflationary spiral.

Overall, our main aim will be to ensure
that every person has the opportunity for
home ownership.

That is what the Premier said in 1974. -

What has happened since then? For every year
the Government has been in office we have seen
an increase in the price of the average home of
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$2 600. That is "putting things right", and
"putting the State in firm hands", In fact it is
choking the economy with firm hands.

Trying to obtain a loan these days and being
able to afford to pay for it is most difficult for
young married couples. The number of approvals
for home loans has dropped dramatically since
1977. In January, 1977, 29 127 loan approvals
were made for home building. In January, 1978,
the Figure was 25 938. and in January, 1979, it
was 25 378. That is a drop of 3 749 approvals in
two years. No wonder thousands of skilled
building tradesmen are out of work; no wonder so
many companies are going bankrupt in this State.
After allowing for inflation the total value of
loans approved has fallen by about $61 million.

The SPEAKER: Order! There is too much
audible conversation.

Mr H-ODGE: While unemployment has been
booming and home building activity has been
slumping downwards, bankruptcies in the building
industry have been skyrocketing. In the past three
yeari over 21 per cent of all bankruptcies in this
State have been in the home building and
construction industries.

Mr B. T. Burke: The Minister didn't mention
that.

Mr IHODGE: No, I do not think he would,
However, I would like to point out to the Minister
that bankruptcies in the building and construction
industry have almost doubled between 1977 and
1978. All the indicators point to the home
building and construction industry in this State
being in a condition of deep crisis.

The Minister stands and says he is very proud
of the Government's record, but I think if he
considered the-statistics I have given to the House
this afternoon he would not be so proud.

I wish to refer now to the State Housing
commission areas in my electorate; I refer
principally to the suburbs of Willagee and Hilton.
The increase in commission rents over the last few
years has really put a strain on the budgets of the
low-income earners living in those suburbs. I have
constituents coming to my office who are lucky if
they have $2 a week left out of their pay packets
after they pay for food, clothing, and rent.

The accommodation they receive in return for
these high rents is substandard indeed. I do not
know whether the Minister has ever been into a
Housing Commission home in Willagee or Hilton,
but I regularly visit my constituents in their
homes. I have been into homes in Willagee which
I do not think are fit to house human beings.
Many are 25 years old. They were jerry-built at
the time and were of very cheap construction.

Today, they are a disgrace. There is mould and
dampness on ceilings and walls and cracks in the
floor boards, some of which are so wide that,
without exaggeration, I have seen the carpets
lifting because of the wind whistling through the
floor. These people are paying close to market
value for this sort of substandard accommodation,
and it is not good enough.

Mr Nanovich: Are you referring to purchase
homes?

Mr HODGE: No, rental homes. The State
Housing Commission does not seem to We able to
afford or appears to be unwilling to carry out
proper maintenance on rental homes in Willagee
and Hilton. People do not seem to be able to have
painting done on the inside of their homes and
cannot get ordinary plumbing maintenance
carried out. It seems that the commission does not
want to carry out this work, or cannot afford to
do so.

Mr Bertram: The Deputy Premier thinks that is
funny.

Mr HODGE: He would not think it was so
funny if he were living in one of these houses. I
would like to see the Deputy Premier living in a
State Housing Commission home.

Mr O'Neil. I live in a house which was
designed and built by the State Housing
Commission.

Mr Bertram: Was it jerry-built?
Mr Jamieson: As a matter of fact, it

was-Gerry Wild!
Mr HODGJE: Many other deficiencies exist in

these houses. Many houses in Willagee and
Hilton do not even have adequate lighting; many
do not have the luxury of a light in the toilet or a
power point in the laundry; many have only one
power point in the kitchen, and that is if they are
lucky! I suppose if a tenant wants the luxury of a
light in the toilet he must pay for it himself.

I wish to relate to the House a case involving pa
house at Willagee which was brought to my
attention a few months ago, around Christmas. A
family living in a house at Willagee were required
to put up their relatives for a short time. The
relatives had been living in Esperance and one of
their seven children became ill and they were
forced to bring him to Princess Margaret Hospital
for treatment. It was found the 10-year-old lad
had a brain tumour, and needed an immediate
operation. They could not return to Esperance,
and were put up by their relatives at Willagee.
They had no money to pay for alternative
accommodation, and no other friends to whom
they could turn.
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Mr Speaker, the result of this was diet 15
people were crammed into that small house-and
when I say "small" I mean small-in Willagee. I
made representations to the State Housing
Commission for emergency accommodation For
these people, because it became clear they would
not be able to return to Esperance for some time,
but would have to remain in Perth while their son
received extensive medical treatment.

The State Housing Commission baulked at my
application, because it said that the father-who
was the breadwinner-was going to earn S181
gross a week in the job he had just started. He
had not received a pay packet at that point, but
the commission had elicited this information from
his employer. So, it refused to ind emergency
accommodation for the breadwinner and his
family.

When the boy came out of hospital after his
operation he was required to sleep on the floor,
and the State Housing Commission refused to do
anything about it.

In the end, in desperation, I telephoned the
Minister for Housing direct and, to his credit, in a
very short time a five-bedroomed house-which I
did not know the State Housing Commission even
owned-was made available and the family were
adequately housed.

1 commend the Minister for Housing for his
prompt action on that occasion. He showed a little
more humanitarianism and compassion than some
officers of the State Housing Commission.

I could go on relating that sort of case to the
House, but I am sure many members have similar
cases to relate, and I do not wish unnecessarily to
take up the time of the House. I believe the
amendment moved by the member for Balcatta is
well warranted and does not exaggerate the
position one iota. There is large-scale
unemployment in the building industry, as I have
proved by the statistics I quoted. In addition,
Perth has suffered the highest increase in the
price of building materials of any other capital
city. Finally, statistics show that 21 per ct' nt of all
bankruptcies in this State over recent times have
been in the building and housing construction
field.

So, there is no doubt that the housing industry
is at a crisis point and that this Government
deserves censure for its dismal record.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool) [3.06 p.m.): My
remarks will be brief, but I feel they are quite
important, and should be placed on the record. As
previous members on this side have pointed out,
Perth has suffered the highest increase in prices Of
building materials of all the State capitals.

I have been concerned for a long time that
Western Australians are being ripped off
somewhere along the line in the price they pay for
building materials. For our population, we still
have available relatively large amounts of timber
and more than enough lime, which is the basic
ingredient of both mortar and cement. These
being the chief ingredients which go to make up
building construction materials, one wonders why
they are more expensive in Perth than in any
other capital city. The Government should be
investigating this matter to ascertain why these
materials are so expensive when they are in good
supply.

Surely no member opposite could say, as
members opposite usually do, "It is the wages of
the workers which are to blame" because wages
must be paid to workers in other States at the
same level-or possibly even higher-as wages in
Western Australia. Perhaps they could say, "it is
because the population of Western Australia is
smaller, therefore we do not get the economies of
scale enjoyed by cement and mortar producers in
the more populous capital cities."

This argument does not hold water because, in
the case of Melbourne and Adelaide, these
commodities must be carted considerable
distances before they can be treated in the various
plants and the cost of cartage inevitably is added
to the price of the finished products. This is not
the case in Western Australia.

So, all in all, it seems that somewhere along the
line, the price for building materials is increased
unnecessarily, and this needs immediate
investigation by the Government.

For years, I have been concerned about the
price of cement in this State. I have asked many
questions over the years and on each occasion I
found that the price paid for cement in Perth was
higher than that of any of the capital cities,
including Tasmania. Very often, because
Tasmania has limited production facilities for
various manufacturing commodities, it must
import either the materials Or the finished product
from the mainland and, as a result, suffers a
freight disadvantage compared with the other
capital cities. But this is not the case with cement,
because Tasmania has a cheaper bag rate than
Western Australia.

We need to ask, "Why is this? Why cannot we
do something about it? Is the Government
concerned, or does it not care?" If these basic
building ingredients are not made available at a
more reasonable price, Western Australia
inevitably will suffer even further escalations in
the cost of building construction.
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This is an unnecessary expense placed on the
person building or renting a home. The rent is
associated with the amortisation of the finance,
whether it be by private endeavour or by the
endeavour of the State Housing Commission.

While I am on that topic, it brings me to the
point of the Minister's speech. His speech was
remarkable in that it dealt extensively with State
Housing Commission attitudes. That speech
would have been more appropriately used to
introduce the SH-C estimates, if they needed
introduction. In his speech, the Minister did not
seem to be replying in any great depth to the
member for Balcatta, because the member for
Balcatta hardly touched on the SH-C.

Nevertheless, I would like to mention that at
present it does not seem that the SHC is doing all
that it should in a State like this. It seems to be
moving away from its responsibility to build
houses. The Minister seems to think that this is
important-to play them off on to some other
authority. The Minister thinks that the SH-C
should be the agent for the financing, through
some sort of building society, of the homes that
people want to provide for themselves. The
Minister does not seem to be looking to a great
construction programme for ren talI homes
because, in his words, the turnover should be
enough to accommodate all those who are needing
homes.

I still Find I am approached in my office by a
number of people, particularly those of Aboriginal
blood, who have been waiting a very long time for
accommodation, unlike some of those on
H-eirisson Island to whom the Minister, referred. I
will admit that some of those people do not carry
out the necessary formalities as they should, and
therefore they are not registered for
accommodation. However, I am talking about the
people who are registered. Some people are
waiting an unduly long time. That should not be
necessary.

I have always felt that if there is a need for
welfare housing, the State should not consider
that the perfect situation has been reached until,
as happens in Singapore, a married couple is able
to move into a home within a fortnight of being
married. If there is supply and demand at that
level, the optimum stage has almost been reached.

I think there will be a downturn in the buying
of houses. The price of housing has increased to
such an extent that people in the lower-income
bracket will not be able to meet the deposit and
the repayments required to purchase their own
homes. Those people cannot be left in the street;
therefore the Government should provide them

with some sort of accommodation. This applies to
the Aborigines, of course. The Minister was
indicating a while ago that some Aborigines owed

*the SI-C large amounts of money. of course the
SHC would not be interested in providing
accommodation for those people.

What happens to people in that situation?
Admittedly they do not handle finance; they do
not do a lot of the things that we would like them
to do. However, can we leave their families in the
street? Can we leave them living under trees and
under bridges? Housing has to be provided for
those people. I think the Minister took rather a
cavalier attitude in saying that, because of
failures on the part of those people, the SH-C
would not be interested in them. Some method of
overcoming this problem has to be found.

If no other means is found, perhaps an
arrangement could be made with the
Commonwealth welfare department, as most of
those people receive welfare payments. The
money could be obtained directly from the
welfare department, rather than trying to obtain
the money after a debt amounting to hundreds of
dollars had accumulated. By following that
method, the SHC would have more success in
balancing its books. It would have more success in
trying to keep the people in need of
accommodation under a reasonable roof, and
reasonably well accommodated.

While I am dealing with Housing Commission
projects, I will delve into the territory of the

*member for Canning and deal with the Maniana
resurrection. Timber-framed duplexes, triplexes,
and quadruplexes have been converted to brick-
veneered buildings in what seems to me to be an
excess of financial expenditure, bearing in mind
that the conversion has cost about 514 000 a unit.
I wonder if it would not have been better for the
bulldozers to have gone in and razed the
buildings. The SHC could then have built a
redesigned estate, rather than trying to prop up
the present type of estate. This propping up has
been achieved by brick-veneering the units, and
adding a few extras to the homes. Admittedly
they are much better than they were. The homes
will not require the maintenance that they
required previously. Nevertheless, it seems to me
to be rather a waste of money by comparison with
what could have been done in an area such as this.

I rose to indicate my concern that the
Government did not seem to be very concerned at
the rapid rise in prices of building materials. In
this State, we have building materials readily
available. We should be more concerned with
finding out reasons for the increases in prices.
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The amendment to the Address-in-Reply
motion is quite justified. There is large-scale
unemployment in the industries associated with
housing and generally with building in this State.
It should be the concern of all of us to ensure that
the building industry returns to the highest
production possible. The first indication of a
downturn in any economy is that the building
trades start to show signs of unemployment.
Those signs have been in evidence for some time
now. The necessity to have high unemployment in
the building industry is obvious, because it is the
intensive part of industry. Some of the major
buildings which are constructed have less
intensive labour requirements, and they are built
over a long period. In housing estates, there is the
necessity for a number of tradesmen to be on the
job almost from the time of first moving onto the
land.

This should be a matter of concern for all
people in this State. It does not seem to be of
great concern to the Government. The
Government plays it along. The Government has
gone along with the problem for so long that it is
not prepared to manage it on a regulated basis,
with a regulated work force. The Government
prefers to go along and play it whatever way it
will.

This will occur again, as the North-West Shelf
project will draw a considerable number of
building and construction workers away from the
metropolitan area. It will look as though the
situation has improved vastly, but in fact that will
not be the case. It will be another temporary
boom and then the bust will occur when the
workers will have to try to find a new occupation
after they have been discharged from their
temporary occupation.

All these activities in which the Government
seems not to be taking an interest and so
provoking the Opposition into its concern for the
building industry result in this amendment being
before us now. I support the amendment as moved
by the member for Balcatta.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park-Leader of the
Opposition) [3.21 p.m.]: I want only to support
briefly the amendment and say because it is the
Thursday afternoon before Easter the debate
must be curtailed. It would be unreasonable to
keep the House here longer than is necessary
although the Opposition regards the position of
housing as one of the most serious matters
confronting the Government at this time.

We are concerned that as there have been so
many changes in the ministry we can imagine
only the Government is prepared to downgrade its

responsibility in regard* to housing. As a
consequence of that a considerable proportion of
the public at large who should be able to and are
entitled to look to the State Housing Commission
for assistance have been unable to do so.

By interjection yesterday the member for
Murray asked why do they not go to private
builders to get houses. He does not seem to
understand there are people without the facility to
go to the private builders.

Mr Shalders: It was not 1; you have the wrong
person.

Mr DAVIES: I am sorry but someone from
that corner did interject. It might have been the
member for Pilbara: It seems we are getting back
to the "let them eat cake" syndrome. The
commission has to cater for a large section of the
community which is unable to go anywhere else
for assistance. Because of this we believe the
Government deserves to be censured for the
attitude it has taken in this specific circumstance
alone. More importantly, we feel that the
Minister for Housing should not be only the
Minister for the State Housing Commision. In his
reply today he seemed to indicate that was all he
was concerned with. What he should have been
doing is taking the picture as a whole, bringing
together all the forces in the building industry,
and seeing what could be done to improve the
situation as far as the less affluent people are
concerned.

Mr Sodeman: You were incorrect when you
said earlier that I had made the interjection.

Mr DAVIES: We can have a look and see if
the interjection is recorded in Hansard. It might
have been made by one of the Ministers, and if it
was more shame on him, because he should have
better regard for that section of the population
which is unable to go anywhere else but to the
State Housing Commission for assistance.

Mr Sodeman: You realise the expenditure
taking place in the north at the moment?

Mr DAVIES: l am not speaking only about the
north. This is an area where Government
members seem to fall down. They concern
themselves with their own area to the exclusion of
all others.

Mr Sodeman: I though you were interested in
country areas? Have you dropped that policy?

Mr DAVIES: The member has not listened-
Mr Bryce: What an idiot the member for

Pilbara shows himself to be.
Mr DAVIES: The member for Pilbara clearly

does not understand the situation.. It is a great
pity, because each and every member on this side
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of the House could give details of many cases of
great hardship which have come to their notice,
where people have been ruled ineligible by the
State Housing Commission as they were just
outside the Criteria for assistance.

I believe there has to be some sort of flexibility
when dealing with those persons. Perhaps we
should start using a points system such as that
used in the immigration system rather than
relating eligibility for assistance directly to a
.maximum wage, Other things must be taken into
consideration outside of whether or not a person is
only just beyond entitlement to a State Housing
Commission dwelling.

The Minister clearly is concerned only with the
narrow view of the State Housing Commission. I
think some private developers are coming together
to build display centres, each with their own
homes. There is no indication the Government is
even likely to do anything else but abdicate its
responsibilities in regard to the provision of rental
homes. This is certainly so in regard to the money
spent on purchase homes.

We have had little to delight us this afternoon.
I say. with some reluctance that my colleagues
have decided we can stop this debate at this stage.
It is only because of the time of day and the fact
that it is Easter that we do so. Many members on
both sides of the House have made appointments
for the weekend and the Opposition is happy to
help them keep those appointments.

I would like to quote part of a letter I received
in the mail this very morning from a pensioner.
The letter illustrates the unreasonable approach
to many similar applicants. The.- gentleman
complains he has been ruled as ineligible for
assistance to obtain a State Housing Commission
home and considers this to be an imposition. The
letter reads in part as follows-

During my working life I always paid my
taxes without complaint. I am now retired
and living on the Old Age Pension.

I raised a family of nine children (all
living). I also bought myself a home which I
have been forced to sell since I retired to get
my wife into a "C" Class Hospital.

During my working life I managed to save
enough to buy myself 2 Units of
Superannuation which is now stopping me
from getting a flat. When ,I went into
Superannuation I was informed that I could
take up to 8 units without any effect on my
pension.

About twelve months ago I made
application for a rent allowance but was
refused because I bad an income over and

above the pension. Also, since I retired I have
been forced to pay income tax because I had
this Superannuation.

He then went on to detail other cases he had
heard of.

The letter is a clear indication to me that while
this fellow is just outside the criteria for
assistance I believe there are special
circumstances existing whereby the commission
should be able to help.

I have made the point I wanted to make. The
Opposition has plenty of ammunition relating to
the inactivity of the State Housing Commission.

Mr Nanovich interjected.
Mr DAVIES: If the member wants to stay here

we will oblige him.
Mr O'Connor: I do not mind.
Mr DAVIES: Neither do I. On this occasion

we are prepared to comply with a request from
the Premier-

Sir Charles Court: It was not at my request.
Mr DAVIES; -that we wind up the debate,

otherwise some people might get petty and not
deal with questions. We do not want anything like
this to happen and we are happy to feel we have
made our point and shown up the lack of
responsibility by the Government, particularly the
Minister. We will let the debate rest at this time
and we are prepared now to put it to the vote.

We would hope all members sitting on the
Government side of the House who have had
complaints delivered to them in this regard would
vote with the Opposition. Opposition members
have had complaintis as long as their arms about
people receiving replies from the commission only
after a considerable delay, when they have
attempted to have maintenance carried out or
have lodged complaints in regard to objectionable
neighbours. The delays that occur in each
instance and the impossibility of getting any
relaxation of conditions where this is warranted
encourage us to ask that all members on the other
side of the House who have had complaints-and
I am sure many have-should vote with the
Opposition and have the amendment passed. It is
a very reasonable amendment.

We are prepared to curtail the debate at this
stage for the convenience of the House but we
believe our point has been made. We believe the
Government has downgraded the position of the
State Housing Commission, because of the
continuing changes in the ministry. We do not
believe this gives the Minister time seriously to
get on with the job. Whilst the Minister today
was vocal in defending the commission he did not
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seem to gather that the position he holds should
encompass the whole of the housing industry in
(his State and not only the narrow confines of the
commission.

I support the amendment.
Amendment put

following result-

Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
M rT. D. Evans
Mr Grill
Mr Harman

Mr Blaikie
Mr Clarko
Sir Charles Court
Mr Coyne
Mrs Craig
Dr Dadour
Mr Graydena
Mr Grewar
Mr Herzfeld
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr MacKinnon
Mr Mensaros

Ayes
Mr Barnett
Dr Troy
Mr H. D. Evans
Mr T. H-. Jones
Mir Wilson

and a division taken with the

Ayes 17
Mr Hodge
Mr Jamieson
Mr Mclver
Mr Pearce
Mr Skidmore
Mr Taylor
Mr Tonkin
Mr Bateman

(Teller)
Noes 24

Mr Nanovich
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old
Mr O'Neil
Mr Ridgc
Mr Ruston
Mr Sibson
Mr Spriggs
Mr Tubby
Mr Williams
Mr Young
Mr Shalders

(Teller)
Pairs

Noes
Mr Hassell
Mr Crane
Mr Sodeman
Mr Watt
Mir Laurance

Amendment thus negatived.

Debate (on motion) Resumed

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Clarko.

QUESTIONS

Questions were taken at this stage.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE: SPECIAL
SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-Premier)

[3.58 p.m.]: Before I move the special
adjournment, I would like to reiterate what I
think all members know so there is an official
record. It has been decided, by a consensus-if
that is the right word-that rather than sit on the
27th April we should sit after dinner on the night
of Thursday, the 26th April.

It is intended to sit from 7.30 p.m. until a
reasonably late hour virtually to compensate for
the sitting day which will not take place on the
25th April.

I thought this was an appropriate time to
remind members so that there is no
misunderstanding. Briefly, it is not intended to sit
on Friday, the 27th April to make up for Anzac
Day, but to sit after dinner on the night of the
26th April for a reasonably sustained period.

I convey to you, Mr Speaker, and
members best greetings for a happy Easter.
all members also have a safe Easter and
get caught by the airborne helicopter!

I move-

to all
I hope
do not

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, the 24th April.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park-Leader of the
Opposition) [3.59 p.m.): Despite the slight
altercations during the week, would you. Mr
Speaker, accept from the Opposition the best
wishes for the Easter break-which we also
extend to the Government.

THE SPEAKER (Mr Thompson): I would like
to thank the Premier and Leader of the
Opposition for their expressions. I wish members
of this House a very happy Easter and a safe
return to this place.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.00 p.m.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT

Press Report

1.Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:

In view of the comments in an article in
today's Daily News reading "WA's
jobless double ES rate", is the Minister
concerned?

Mr Bryce: He ought to be.
Mr O'CONNOR replied:

Yes, I am concerned, particularly at the
distortion in the quote "WA's jobless
double ES rate", in view of the ABS
figures released today which indicate
that Western Australia is the best
improved in the unemployment position;
that the number of school leavers
unemployed is down 20 per cent
compared with the rest of Australia
which is down 18 per cent; that Western
Australia's overall reduction in the
number of people seeking full-time
employment was down to 13.5 per cent,
significantly greater than in other
States-the ABS figures show that the
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next closest was Victoria with 10 per
cent-that the number of people seeking
full-time Work in Western Australia fell
from 39 200 to 33 200; and that the
number of-

Mr B. T. Burke: If this is not abusing
question time, I do not know what is!

Mr O'CONNOR: It is telling the true
position.

Mr Davies: You had a chance to debate this
two days ago. It is old hat.

Mr O'CONNOR: As I was saying, the
number of people seeking part and full-
time work fell from 46 400 to 40 200. I
can only say that the newspaper quote,
which my figures clearly indicate is
contrary to the truth, is unfortunate in
the interests of Western Australia and I
trust the Daily News will have the
Western Australian spirit sufficiently to
rectify the position in a place which is as
prominent as is the article in today's
issue, if, as I feel, it considers the
statement is misleading and requires
rectifying.

Mr Bryce: Is that a direction?
Mr O'CONNOR: I said I "trust". I hope the

paper Will state the true position.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT
Present Position

2. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:

Could the Minister tell us whether
Western Australia's unemployment
position which was, 1 2 months ago, the
second best in Australia, is now second
worst, and whether the opportunity to
get jobs which is now about 45:1 is
about double the Australian average of
about 21:1 ?

Mr O'CON NOR replied:
The point I made was that I disagree
with the statement in the paper that
WA's jobless rate has doubled the
Eastern States rate. The Leader of the
Opposition has just quoted figures and I
cannot answer his question, but if he
wishes to place the question on the

Notice Paper I will give the answer to
him.

Mr Davies: That is what they were talking
about in the paper.

Mr O'CONNOR: How does the Leader of
the Opposition know?

Mr Davies: It is quite apparent.
Mr O'CONNOR: Did the Leader of the

Opposition tell them?,
Mr Davies: You have only to interpret it.

CHIrrLEBOROUGH, DR G.
Premier's Discussions with Victorian Government
3. Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

As he will not tell us the contents of any
conversation between himself and
Ministers or Premitss in another State,
will he tell us whether or not he spoke to
the Premier of Victoria (Mr Hamer) or
the Deputy Premier (Mr Thompson)
regarding Dr Chittleborough? We do
not want to know the content of any
discussion, but merely whether he spoke
to them.

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The Leader of the Opposition thinks
that if he keeps persisting with this
matter he might, by some trick question,
get some information; but my answers
remain unchanged. If he had had any
experience of this business he would
realise that it is a matter of Premiers
talking to one another on a host of
subjects from time to time, and if I kept
chattering to the Press or to the Leader
of the Opposition every time we
conferred on any matter there would be
a complete stoppage of communication.
Therefore I am not prepared to answer
the question "Yes" or "No", because it
is a matter of what might have occurred
between the Premier of Victoria and me.

HEALTH: RADIOACTIVITY
Levels: Rainwater and Air

4. Mr O'CONNOR (Minister for Labour and
Industry):

Mr Speaker, I request permission to
rectify a statement in an answer given to
a question asked by the member for
Morley yesterday. Question No. 395 was
as follows-
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Adverting to question 35 of 1979:
(1) When was rainwater last

measured for radioactivity
levels?

(2) What were the results?)
In response to that question from Mr
Tognkin, yesterday I advised the House
that the level of radioactivity in a
rainwater sample collected in the week
ending the 16th March was 8 263
picocuries per kilogram. At the time
that answer was given the analysis had
only just been completed.
In view of the unusually high figure a
check has been made and it has been
found that the sample had been
contaminated during analysis.
Unfortunately, there was insufficient
rainfall during that week for the normal
reserve sample to be taken and it is
therefore not possible to obtain a true
result.
I understand, however, that
Commonwealth authorities may be
analysing a similar sample and efforts
are being made to obtain the results of
that analysis.
I will advise the House when any results
are to hand.

CHIflLEBOROUGH, Dr G.
Premier's Discussions with Victorian Government
5. Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

As the Premier made a public statement
regarding a personal conversation he
had with Federal Minister Nixon
regarding road maintenance
contribution tax on Tuesday last, why is
he prepared to make public a personal
conversation of that nature but not
prepared to make public a personal
conversation regarding Dr
Chittleborough?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I remind the Leader of the Opposition
that if I recall correctly my discussion
on the road maintenance contribution
tax situation was with the Prime
Minister, and there was nothing
personal about it at all. It was something
done in a public forum, and there is no
comparable situation at all.

CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION
COMMISSION

State Representations: Commodities and Labour

6. Mr TON KIN, to the Premier:
I refer to question No. 474 to which the
Minister for Transport replied that it
was not Government policy to make
representations with respect to prices of
domestic air fares.
I ask the Premier whether it is
Government policy not to make
representation with respect to prices of
commodities-including domestic air
fares-in view of the fact that the
Government continually appears before
the Conciliation and Arbitration
Commission with regard to the price of
labour. Why is it right for the
Government to make representations
with regard to wage rises, but not to
make representations to prevent
Western Australians from being ripped
off by excessive prices for petroll and air
fares?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I suggest the question should not be
answered on two counts. Firstly, the
member refers to air fares and as I
understand question No. 474 it refers to
the price of aviation fuel. Secondly, the
member is seeking to debate the
question, therefore I do not propose to
answer it.

SMALL BUSINESSES
Advisory Service Report

7. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Industrial
Development:

I ask the Minister whether he would be
prepared to table for the information of
members of this House the 1977-78
report of the Small Business Advisory
Service?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
I will give the request by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition some
consideration. To the best of my
recollection it is not a statutory body
which would be compelled to submit its
annual report, which, in turn, would
have to be submitted by the Minister to
Parliament. I will give the question
further consideration and let the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition know.
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ENERGY: NUCLEAR
Power Station: Site

8. Mr GRILL, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:

Which body, and who are the persons
that constitute that body, is to make
inquiries into a site for a nuclear power
plant in Western Australia?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
As was publicised, the
Government-according to its
policy-charged, through the
responsible Minister who happens to be
myself, the State Energy Commission to
give all consideration to have in due
course an acceptable site for nuclear
energy power generation.
I am not prepared to talk about internal
arrangements in the State Energy
Commission; the More so because I
deliberately have not even asked the
progress of the inquiry because the less
known in a sensitive issue-where
speculators can come in-the better it is.

CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION
COMMISSION

State Representations: Commodities and Labour

9. Mr TONKIN, to the Premier:
Why is it Government policy to appear
before tribunals which refer to the prices
of commodities such as labour-that is,

wages-but not the policy of the
Government to appear before a tribunal
dealing with commodities such as
aviation fuel?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
Again. I would be entitled to refuse to
answer the question.

Mr Tonkin: I am asking your policy; that is
allowable.

Sir CHARLES COURT; In dealing with a
matter such as the Conciliation and
Arbitration Commission, where one has
a host of social conciliations and other
stresses involving the safety of the
community-the very existence of the
community so far as food and other
goods are concerned from time to
time-it is a greatly different thing from
dealing with a tribunal handling the
economics of a particular product,
dealing with cost structures.
Submissions are made and determined
on a technical basis. The situations are
different. The cold, hard facts are that
this Government does not believe in
price control: we believe that is the best
way to keep prices up.
If the Prices Justification Tribunal had
been scrubbed when the Prime Minister
promised it would be, prices would be
lower today.
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QUESTI1ONS ON NOTICE

363. This question was postponed.

CONSERVATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Coogee Air Pollution Study

433. Mr DAVIES. to the Minister for Conser-
vation and the Environment:

What has been the final, outcome-if any
as yet-on the recommendations of the
Coogece air pollution study?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

The Coogee air pollution study (CAPS)
recommended that housing develop-
ment shoutd not take place in the area
of vacant land north of Mt. Brown in
view of air quality and odour factors.
This recommendation was accepted and
is reflected in current planning Prot-
posas for the area such as the Jervoise
Bay rationalisation plan. Furthermore,
the CAPS was the impetus for a con-
tinuing programme of investigation aimed
at developing an air pollution prediction
capability which will enable confident
prediction of air pollution levels ass-
ciated with existing or proposed indtus-
tries and thereby provide planners with
the necessary information to properly
site major industrial projects and to set
aside adequate buffer zones. This work
is proceeding through a co-operative
study of the Department of Conservation
and Environment and the clean air sec-
tion of the Public Health Department.

HEALTH

Act: Committees

434. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Health:

Have the following committees proposed
under amendments to the Health Act last
year been appointed:

(a) maternal mortality committee;

(b) pre-natal and infant mortality com-
mittee;

(c) aaethetic mortality committee?

Mr YOUNG0 replied:

(a) This committee was not part of
the Health Act Amendment Act. It
has been in existence for a number
of years.

(b) and (c) Yes.

PORTS

Sea Search and Rescue Facilities

435. Mr DAVIES, to the Deputy Premier:
(1) Do sea search rescue facilities exist at

each of the regional ports of Western
Australia?

(2) If so, which ones?

(3) Who owns the facilities?
(4) Will consideration be given to provision

of sea search rescue vessels at regional
ports which do not have them, with
further consideration that they be manned
by trained local residents?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) and (4) Yet

(2) Wyndham, Derby, Broome, Port Wal-
cott, Dampier, Port Hedland, Coaa-
von, Geraldion, Fremantle, Bunbury,
husselton, Albany, Esperance.

(3) The Police Department has boats to
operate from Fremnantle and the
Harbour and Light Department has
boats at Esperance, Albany, Bunbury,
Geraldton, Port Walcott, Broome, and
Wyndham.
In addition there are privately owned
facilities consisting mainly of organised
voluntary groups at a number of centres.

EMERGENCY SERVICES AND CIVIL
DEFENCE

Legislation

436. Mr DAVIES. to the Deputy Premier:
Can he indicate when emergency services
and civil defence legislation will be
introduced to the Parliament?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
No.

PRISONS

Broome Meeting

437. Mr DAVIES, to the Chief Secretary:
Who has been invited to attend a meeting
in Broome on 29th June, to discuss
pritons and associated matters?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
The meeting is the annual conference of
Ministers in charge of prisons. proba-
lion and parole. Ministers from all States
of Australia,' the Commonwealth
Attorney General and delegates from
New Zealand have been invited to
attend.
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HOUSING

Emergency and Priority: Waiting Period

433. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Minister for
Housing:

(1) Is it fact that applicants classed as emer-
gency cases--by the State Housing Com-
miuston's own officers-are being forced
in many cases to wait more than 12
weeks for accommodatiojl?

(2) Is it fact that applicants classed as
"needs" or priority cases--by the State
Housing Commission's own officers-are
being forced in many cases to wail more
than 16 weeks for help?

(3) Is his department concerned at the wait-
ing periods that are suffered by "emer-
gency" and "needs" cases?

(4) If "Yes" what policies are being followed
to relieve the situation?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) No-except in cases where special needs
are required or where ultra large family
units are involved and needing 4 or 5
bedroom accommodation.

(2) The "needs" classification is no longer
operative. Applicants are assessed. as
..emergent" or listed on a -"watl turn"
basia.

(3) and (4)
assisting
possible

No, because the commission is
".emergent" Cases as soon S&

from within its resources.

HOUSING

maintenanice

439, Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Minister for
Rousing:

(1) Does the State Housing Commsission
maintain information showing the aver-
age time taken to attend the mainten-
ance problems for any given period of
time?

(2) If "Yes" what is the average time taken
to attend to those maintenance problems
reported during the first three months
of 1975 by residents living int the main-
tenance zone that includes Balga and
Nollamnara?

(3) If "No" how does the commission avoid
situations arising in which job orders are
issued but not acted upon?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(Ii and (2) No.

(3) Contractors are required by contract to
Complete Work within 14 days of the
issue of a job order. A fortnightly con-
trol is maintained and where Contractors
do not give satisfactoqy reasons for non-
compliance, the order is re-issued to
another contractor. The Contract fur-
ther provides that emergency work shall
be commenced within four hours, and
work on a vacant house shall Com-
mence within 43 hours, and have un-
interrupted progress until completed.

HOUSING: PURCHASE

Al ternat ive Rental Accommodation

440. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Premier:
(1) How does he reconcile his oft repeated

asserion that his Government believes in
home ownership with the fact that the
Minister for Rousing has stated in Par:
liament that some applicants for State
Housing Commission purchase homes
cannot expect to be able to buy homes
and are better suited by the provision of
rental accommodation, including flats
and townhouses?

(2) Is he aware that-under previous Liberalt
and Labor governmcnts--people who
are now being denied the chance to buy
a home would have been catered for by
assistance schemes designed to allow them
to purchase?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(I) There ia nothing to reconcile.

The Government's firm belier in home
ownership has never been represented
to extend to those whose financial posi-
tion would not support a purchase Con-
tract even on the moat generous terms.
For example, the State Housing Corsn-
mission has had applicants seeking pur-
chase who are actually enjoying a rebate
of normal commission rental, and it
could not be accepted that such appli-
cants should be encouraged to take on
the financial burden of a home loan and
the other financial obligations of homne
ownership.

(2) Yes. I am also aware that purchase assis-
tance schemes could not have been con-
tinued in their then existing form.
To do so would have involved a repay-
able advance higher than the value of
the property being purchased. flat
proposition is not good financial sense
for the purchaser and would have un-
desirable social effects through prevent-
ing mobility for many years because of
capital loss in selling the house to move
elsewhere.
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HOUSING: PURCHASE

Minister for Health: Statement

441. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Does he recall asserting in this Roust

that people deserve the right to own
their own home?

(2) Will he make urgent representations to
the Minister for Housing who has ex-
pressed the belief that some people can-
not expect to own their own home and
are better served by the provision of
rental accommodation?

The SPEAKER: This question is out of
order in that it does not fall within [he
administrative responsibility of the
Minister. -

CONSUMER AFFAIRS: MOTOR VEHICLES

Dealers: Backyard

"42. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:

(1) Who is responsible for investigating and
prosecuting backyard car dealers?

(2) For how long has this responsibility
rasted with the present holder?

(3) With whom did the responsibility pre-
viously rest?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) The Bureau of Consumer Affairs.

(2) Since the 12th August. 1974, when rele-
vant aectiona of the Motor Vehicle
Dealers Act were brought into operation.

(3) The former Department of Motor
Vehicles and the Police Department MAY
have conducted investigations and pro-
secutions under the Used Car Dealers
Act 1964.

HOUSING: PROBLEMS

Miembers of Parliament: Representations

443. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Minister for
Housing.
(1) Is he aware of the increasing delays in

the carrying out of inspections and the
final resolutiont of represettetos by
members of Parliament?

(2) If 'Teae:
(a) what is cansing the delays;
(b) what will be done to minimise them?

(3) if "No" would he familiarise himself
with the problem and provide advice in
respect of (a) and (b) above?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) to (3) Inspections on cases represented
by members of Parliament are attended
to expeditiously.

However, there are occasions when the
inspection may be delayed due to the
applicant/tenant not being available at
the time of the inspection call, or where
Arrangements are to be Miade for the
inspection to be carried out at the appl1-
canl's/tenant'r convenience.

HOUSING: PURCHASE AND RENTAL
A4pplications: Derby, Wyndhams, Geraldeon,

Port Hedland, Danbury, and Albany
*444. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Minister for

Housing:
How many purchase and rental applica-
tions does the State Housing Commiis-
tion have on hand from people request-

*ing assistance in the--
(a) Derby;
(b) Wyndham,
(c) Oeraldton;
(d) Port Hedliand:
(e) Bunbury; and
(f) Albany area?

Mr RIDGE replied:

No, of Anttcsnu on Hand as at 31sBt Mtarch, 1979
Rentat-

Towrn Caumaian Aboriginal Porch--e
Duby .. .. .. .. 73 64 3

Wy~d m .. ... ... 4t t7
Geratta ... ... .. 31 76 6
tri tediand ... .. .. 194 4? 16
suribun' ... ... .. 1910 29 234

A~ay... .. .. .. 12? 11L 12

HOUSING
Units Completed and Projected

445. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Minister for
Houing:
(1) How many 2, 3,.4 and 5 bedroom houses

were built by the State Housing Com-
mission in each year from 1974 to 1977?

(2) How many units in each category are
projected for construction in 1979?

Mr RIDG3E replied:
(1) This information is readily available in

financial years only.
No,
or 1973/74 1974/75 t975/76 1976/77 t977/75

2
3 68. as 72 55 i6 PRt
4&s L2 16 4t 49 6

(23 1978/79 estimated:
2 Br. -

3 Br. 237
4 &S5Br. 28

HOUSING
Balga and Nollamara

446. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) How many units of accommodation are

presently provided by the State Honing
Commission to each of the services in
Reiga and Nollamara?
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(2) Is he aware that these properties are
sometimes vacant for a considerable
period of time?

(3) What is being done to minimise the
period of these vacancies?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Ba

Army...........168
Navy ... ..
RAAF ........... 84

Isa Nollamara
8

53
(2) Yes.
(3) The responsibility to keep the dwellings

occupied rests wvith the service auth-
orities. However, when the State Housing
Commission becomes awvare of con-
linuing vacancies, approaches are made
to the appropriate Commonwealth
authority %ith a view to the dwellings
being released back to the State as pro-
vided in the formal Commonwealth-
State arrangements for servicemen's
housing.

HOUSING

Redevelopment of Older SRC Arems

447. Mr BRIAN BURKE, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) How much money will be spent this

year by the State Housing Commission
in redeveloping older commission areas?

(2) Where will the money be spent?
(3) What are the details of the work to be

done in each case?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(I) $1 429000.
(2) Midland, Qtueens Park, Davis Park.
(3) Demolition and rebuilding for Midland

and Davis P~ark and extensive renova-
tions and extensions at Queens Park.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND
INSTRUJMENTALITIES

Flexitinse

448. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:
(1) What Government departments and

instrumentalities are working on a flexi-
time bashs?

(2) (a) Has any great difficulty been experi-
enced in implementing fiexitime
policy with any departments or
instrumentalities:

(b) if so, which?

(3) (a) Are there any current proposals to
further the fiexitime to other de-
partments, or instrumentalities:

(bs) If so, which?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1), to (3) It will take some time to obtain
the details required in view of the
information asked for in the question. I
will forward the answer to the member
when the information is available.

EDUCATION

School: Spencer Park

449. Mr WAIT,. to the Minister for Education:
(1) Is he aware that the Spencer Park prim-

ary school in Albany is badly in need
of a complete repair and renovation pro-
gramme?

(2) Is it a fact that despite verbal assurances
to both the parents and citizens' associa-
tion and successive principals in recent
years, the work has still not been done?

(3) As the buildings are mostly of timber
and asbestos construction, and therefore
deteriorating more quickly than buildings
of superior construction, will1 he indicate
when the work will -be done?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) The school is listed for a repair and

renovation programme.

(2) Assurances have been qualified by a
statement that works planned depend
on the availability of runds.

(3) The renovations and repair programme
at the Spencer Park primary school is
tentatively listed for 1919/80 pending
funding availability.

EDUCATION

High School: Albany District

450. Mr WATT, to the Minister for Education:

(1) Has a decision yet been reached on the
need for a second high school for the
Albany district?

(2) If so, when is it planned to have the
first students enroalled?

(3) If a decision has not yet been made,
in view of the concern being felt at the
time being taken, can he indicate when
that decision will be made?

(4) Has the question of a site for the new
school yet been resolved?

(5) If not, can he indicate the results of a
survey recently conductsd among the
parents of students enrolled in Albany's
primary schools?
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Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(I) Yes,
(2) 198! or 1982 if the present enrolment

patterns continue.
(3) Not applicable-
(4) and (5) Returns 1mom the survey ore

still being received at thF Education
Department and final results have yet
to be determined.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Nonham Office

451. Mr hIcIVER, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Works:
0I) Will the Minister advise what was the

total coat involved in upgrading the
Public Works Department, Fitzgerald
Street, Northam during the last three
years?

(2) What cost was involved in erecting flag
poles outside the Public Works Depart-
ment, Northern?

(3) Will the flag poles be left on their present
site permanently?

Mr CYCONNOR replied:
(1) $145917.
(2) $500.
(3) Yet.

EDUCATION

Schsools: A1von District

452. Mr McIVER, to the Minister for Education:
(1) Will he advise what finance will be made

available for repairs and renovations for
schools in the Avon district in the 1979-
1980 financial year?

(2) Would he list the schools to receive an
allocation of funds?

(3) Has he received correspondence from the
Northam primary parents and citizens
association requesting air conditioning
be supplied for the school?

(4) (a) If answer to (3) is "Yes" what was
determined; and

(b) has the parents and citizens associa-
tion been notified of the decision?

MT P. V. JONES replied:
(1) Not available until Budget allocations

are known,
(2) The extent of the programme will not

be known until she Budget allocations
have been announced.

(3) Yet.
(4) (a) At present, priority is keing given to

schools in the north-west and in the
goldfields area.

(b) Yes.

RAILWAYS

Rtailcesrs

453. Mr McIVER, to she Minister for Transport:
(1) Have tenders been called for new rail

cars?
(2) If "Yes" how many, and when will

tenders close?
(3) (a) Will Midland workshops be utilised

to supply any component parts for
the rail cars:

(b) it "Yes" what are they?

(4) If answer to (3) is "NW' would he out-
line his reasons?

Mr. RUSHTON replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) Five railcars and five driving trailer cans.

Tenders close 14 June, 1979.
(3) (a) slid (b) Not at this stage. This is

normally subject to receipt of the
form of the successful tenderer's
quotation.

(4) Answered by (3).

COCKBURN SOUND: JERVOISE BAY

)ervotse Bay/Woodman Point Steering Committee

454. Mr TAYLOR. to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:

With respecIt t he Jervolse Bay/Wood.
man's Point steering committee and her
reply to my question 31? of 101h April,
1979, were--
(a) minutes taken, in any form;
(b) acy written record taken, in any

form,
by any member of her department or
any other departnment known to oftles
of her department?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(a) and (b) No.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION

Mfedical Reports

455. Dr TROY, to the Minister for Labour and
Industry;
41) Can he otain from his department in-

formation whether a statutory require-
ment exists under the Workers Compen-
sation Act providing that a copy of
medical reports made about a given
worker be made available or passed on
to said worker?

(2) If this is so are there any examples
where the regulations have not been
complied with?

(3) If answer to (2) is "Yes" could he name
the cases and the reasons for Failure to
comply with the Act?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Where a worker is required by an

employer to be examined by a medical
practitioner clause 7 of the first schedule
provides that he be furnished with a copy
of the report.

(2) Infrequent reports of failure to comply
have been received but the Workers
Compensation Board have received none
recently.

(3) All such reported failures have been
readily rectified when taken uip by the
board and records arc not kept.

POULTRY

Chsicken Meat Indutry Act Regalatiolas

456. Mr HASSELL, so the Minister for Agri-
culture:

what action is being taken by him in
relation to the Legislative Review and
Advisory Committee report tabled in the
Assembly on 5th September, 1978, con-
cerning the Chicken Meat Industry Act
regulations?

Mr OLD replied:
Ihave asked the Chicken Meat Industry

Committee tb re-examine the regula-
tions in the light of this report.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Chittering Shire

457. Mr HIASSELL, to the Ministet for Local
Government:

What action is being taken by her in
relation to the Legislative Review and
Advisory Committee report tabled in the
Assembly on 5th September, 197g con
erning the by-laws of the Municipality
of the Shire of Chittering-disposal and
removal of rubbish?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
The Shire of Chittering has agreed
that these by-laws should be amended in
accordance with the committees report
and has commenced action under the
provisions of the Local Government Act
for the appropriate amendment to be
effected.

CEMETERY

Pinnarco Valley M-femorial Park:
By-l'aws

458. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Local
Government:

What action is being taken -by her in
relation to the Legislative Review and
Advisory Committee repont tabled in the
Assembly on 23rd August, 1978, con-
cerning she Pinnaroo Valley memorial
pork public cemetery by-laws?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

The matters raised in that report have
been referred to the committee which
has been appointed to undertake a
comprehensive review of the Cemeteries
Act..-

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

West Pilbara Shire

459. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Local
Government:

What action is being taken by her in
relation to the Legislative Review id
Advisory Committee report tabled in the
Assembly on 5th September, 1978, con-
cerning the by-laws of the Municipality
of the Shire of West Pilbara-manage-
ment of halls?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

T'he matters raised in that report were
not considered to be of serious con-
sequence and no action has been taken.

WATER SUPPLIES: CATCH4MENT AREAS

Land Clearing: Compensation

460. Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Works:

(1) Is the Minister aware that in a declared
catchment area a property, on which a
licence to clear has been refused, sod
which is currently the subject of as cons-
pensetion claim, is being offered for sale?

(2) Is the Minister further aware that the
vendor has not declared that the pro-
perty is currently the subject of a claim
for compensation?

(3) As compensation is only paid once will
hea take steps to-

Cal ensure that it becomes an offence
to sell land in the above circum-.
stances without a declaration of the
fact by the vendor;

(b) ensure that when compensation is
paid such information is recorded
on the, title of the land?

Mr O'CONNOR7 replied:
(1) and (2) No.

(3) (a) and (~b) If details of the case to
which the member refers are made
available, the question of protecting
purchasers of land which has been
subject to a claim for compensation
will be examined.
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SMALL BUSINESSES

Number

461. Mr BRYCE. to the Minister for Industrial
Development:

What is the Government's estimate of
the number of small business units
operating in Weslern Australia by indus-
try classifications?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
Estimates provided by the Department
of Labour and Indust" of small business
units as at end-December 1978 indicate
that there were 14 395 shops employing
one to ten persons and 7 926 factories
employing one to ten persons.
Details of manufacturing establishments
by the number of persons employed are
available iron, the Australian Bureau of
Statistics.

SMALL BUSINESSES

Ownership

462. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Industrial
Development:

What proportion of small business enter.
prises in Western Australia are Western
Australian owned?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
No statistics from known sources Are
available to answer this question.

SMALL BUSINESSES

Assistance Inquiries and Requests

463. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Industrial
Development:

What was the number and nature, by
industry classification, of the inquiries
and requests for assistance received by
the small business advisory service in
1977-78?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
I request that the answer be tabled.

The answer was tabled (see paper No. 128).

SMALL BUSINESSES

Failures and Bankruptcies

464. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Industrial
Development:

What was the number of-
(a) small business failures; and

(b) small business bankruptcies
by industry classification in Western
Australia for each of the following years:

(i) 1974;
(ii) 1975;
(iii) 1976;
(iv) 1977: and
(v) 1979?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
To collate this information takes consi-
derable time but as it is Available from
various publications I amo not prepared
to employ the meagre resources of my
department to spend the time nlecessary
to do the research for the Member.

BRIDGE

Mendua

465. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Works:
(1) Will the Minister visit Mandurals over

Easter in order to observe the traffic
congestion, danger and inconvenience
being experienced by Mandurab ragi-
dents and business people and thousands
of others from Bunbury and elsewhere
As a possible result of the Governmen~s
failure to build another road bridge at
Mandurah?

(2) If 'No", why not?
(3) When is the Government going to build

the new bridge at Mandurah?
(4) What is the anticipated cost of the pro-

posed new bridge?
(5) Does the Western Australian Govern-

ment seriously argue that it still has in-
sufficient funds to build the new bridge?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No. Following representation to me by

Mr R. S. Shalders, M.L.A., Member for
Murray, I have already observed the
traffic movements in and through
Mandurah.

(2) Apart from having observed the situa-
lion, reports indicate that there has been
an alleviation of congestion since a
number of traffic management changes,
including adjustment of parking bays,
were made last year.

(3) There is no firm timetable for the con-
struction.

(4) A detailed estimate has not been taken
out for the proposed bridge but it is
anticipated that the whole project could
cost in the order of $4 million.

(5) Because of limited road funds available
to the State. the construction of this
bridge and its approaches must be con-
sidered in relation to priorities of other
projects.
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PARLIAMENT HOUSE

Division Bell,

466. Mr COWAN, to the Speaker:

(1)1Is he aware of the difficulty members
occupying offices in the southern wing
have in hearing the bells for a division?

(2) Would he investigate this mailer and
take action to ensure the bells are, more
audible to members?

The SPEAKER replied:
(1) My personal survey has revealed that

there is no greater difficulty in hearing
the bells in room off the southern cor-
ridor than there is in similar rom in
other sections of the building.

(2) Not applicable.

PUEL: PETROL AND DISTILLATE

Price Increase

467. Mr (3REWAR, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

(1) What has been the price increase at the
wholesale level for-

(a) super grade petrol;

(b,) distillate.

in each year since 1974?

(2) Why has the price of distillate acceler-
ated at a faster rate than petrol over
this period?

(3) Could he supply a break up of the sep-
arate economic factors determining fuel
price when sold at the wholesale level?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) (a) The super grade petrol wholesale
price in Western Australia has in-
creased from 8.52 cents/litre in May
t974 to the current level of 21.4
cents/litre. This is an increase of
152 per cen.

(b) The distillate (road use) wholesal
price in Western Australia has in-
creased from 7.91 cents/litre in
May 1974 to the current level of
20.41 cents/litre. This is an increase
of 158 per cent.

(2) Apart fron, an increase in distillate price
of 0.22 cents per litre in June 1974 the
increases in distillate and petrol price
prices have been virtually identical.
Pim inc~reases since May 1974 have been
determined by the Prim Justifcation
Tribunal, and they have generally ap-
plied a similar flat increase in cents per
litre to j etrol and distillate.

(3) The main factors determining fuel price
increases ame-

Price of crude oil-ncluding transport
of crude to refineries,

Operating and distribution labour
costs,

Cost of foci used in refinery processing.

EDUCATION

School: Aflenwood

468. Mr NANOVICH, to the Minister for
Zducation:

Will be advise when seating, in the cow.
ered assembly will be provided at the
Allenswood primary school?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
It is not proposed to provide seating in
the covered assembly at this stage.

VEGETABLES: PEAS AND BEANS

Frozen: Imports

469. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Are frozen peas and beans grown in Tas-

mania subject to. any Federal or State
subsidy of any kind which enables them
to be landed in Western Australia at a
lee price than otherwise would be the
case?

(2) If "Yes"-
(a) what is the nature of the subsidy or

compensatory payment;
(b) how much per kilogram would such

subsidy represent on frozen peas
and bean being sold in Western
Australia?

Mr OLD replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) (a) On the 9th June, 1976, the Com-

monwealth Minister for Transport
announced the Tasmanian freight
equalization scheme thereby adopt-
ing the financial provisions of a
Commonwealth inquiry by Mr J. F.
Nimmc. C.B.E.
In relation to north-bound cargoes.
the scheme was designed to place
sea freight rates on a par with raill
freights over similar distances on the
mainland.

(b) The scheme would reduce freight
paid by consignors in Tasmania by
3.4 cents per kilogram for froze
peas and 5.6 cens for froze beans.
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MEAT

Sheep

470. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(I) Hs Elders.M. been appointed the sole

agent of sheep meat handled by the W.A.
Lamb Marketing Board in dealings with
the Iranian meat organisations?

()it -Yee-
(a) was Elders-G.M. the only firm to

be considered as the board's agent
in this instance, and if other firms
applied what were their names;

(b) has the W.A. Lamb Marketing
Board considered setting up its own
offices in Iran and if so why did it
not proceed with developing its own
selling Organisation in that country?

(c) what commission will be paid by
the W.A, Lamb Marketing Board to
Elders-G.M. for its ser-vices in Iran?

Mr OLD replied:
The W.A. Lamb Marketing Board has
advised-

(I) Yet.
(2) (a) Yes, favourable consideration

was given to Elders GM. be.
cause it was the only Western
Australian organisauion resi-
dent in Iran. No other firms
approached the board.

(b) The cost of setting up an office
in Iran A'ss considered to be
prohibitive.

(c) The commission payable is
confidential to the hoard and
the company.

SLOW LEARNING CHILDREN'S GROUP
OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Contribution by Forrestfield Hot Rod
Associasion

471. Mr BATEMAN, to the Chief Secretary:
What percentage or contribution from
funds raised is made by the Porrestfield
hot rod association towards the Slow
Learning Children's Group of Western
Australia or akny other organisation?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
The Porreatfield hot rod association is
not required to make a contribution or
to report any contribution if made. The
information sought is therefore not
available.

472. This question was postponred.

JOONDALUP DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION

Report

473. Mr BRIAN BURKE. to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Planning:
(1) Why has not the report as required by

legislation of the Joondalup Develop-
ment Corporation been preented to
Parliament?

(2) When will it be presented?

Mrs CRAIG replied-.
(1) The report is currently being finalized.

(2) In May of this year.

FUEL

A s'gas

474. Mr TONKCIN, to the Minister for Trans-
port-,
(1) Is he aware that the Shell Oil Company

has an application before the Prices
Justification Tribunal seeking an increase
in the price of Avgas of 4.96 cents per
litre plus a 3.5 cents per litre delivery
charge?

(2) Is he aware that this is an application
for a 30 per cent rise its The price?

(3) Has the Government made representa-
tion to the Prices Justification Tribunal
opposing the rise on the grounds of its
effect on interstate air transport costs?

(4) If not, why not?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(I) and (2) Yes. I understand Shell has

made an application seeking an increase
of the magnitude quoted.

(3) and (4) It is not the Govemnment's policy
to make representations to the Prices
Justification Tribunal. The Government
prefers to leave suck representation to
those most directly affected-in this
case the domestic airlines.
In view of the ALP's obsession about
and support Of Price fixing and regulatory
bodies, I would have thought the Mem-
ber would be content to leave the deci-
sion in a matter of this kind to the statu-
tory body concerned.

EDUCATION

High School: Hampton

475. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Has the Education Department made an

offer to co-operate in a financial sense
or in any other way with the Shire of
Baswater and the Community Recrea-
tion Council or with any other body with
a view to building a ball-gymnasium at
the Hampton Senior High School?
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(2) If so, what ame the details?

(3) If not. has any Government department
mode any such offer?

(4) Upon what conditions is the offer made?

(5) Does it have a temporal limitation?

MrRP V. JONES replied:

(1) Preliminary discussions have been held
between the Shire of Bayswater. Educa-
tion, Department and Department of
Youth, Sport and Recreation about a
proposed joint hall-gymanasium, project
at the Hampton Senior Nigh School.
Each participant is expected to contri-
bute $t500O0.

(2) to (4) Further meetings are to be held
shortly to finalize planning details.

(5) No.

EDUCATION

School: Morley

476. Mr TONKCIN, to the Minister for Educa-

(1) Will the Government grant the wse of
the Bristol prefabricated unit, which is
no longer used as a classroom, at the
Morley primary school to the school a
a "school hall"?

(2) Is the removal 'of the central partition.
so as to make one big area. practicable?

(3) When wilt action be taken so that the
students can use this facility?

My

(1)

P. V. JONES replied:

If the principal has no further use for
the Bristol rooms as classroomns, they
can be handed over to the Parents &
Citize Association.

(2) and (3) The association would be
responsible for the feasibility study and
conversion to a hall.

ENERGY:. SOLAR

So/neal Programnme

477. Mr TONICIN. to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:

(1) Is he aware of the Soarcal programme
recently adopted by the State of Califor-
nia in which it is expected that solar
energy for space and water hecating will
be applied to all practicable dwellings by
the year 19M0

(2) Is it feasible that such a programme
could be decentralised and based on
many small firms in area of high untem-
ploymeat as the propsers of the pro-
gramme claim?

(3) Will the Government investigate the
feasibility of introducing such a "jobs
from the sun" jprograime into Western
Australia, or are there factors at work
in California which would mitigate
against its application to Western Aus-
tralian conditions?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) No, but the Solar Energy Research

Institute advises mte that they are aware
of the programme.

(2) and (3) Many exaggerated claims are
being made at the moment regarding
possible future use of solar energy and
its impact on she economy and employ-
ment prospects. The Government prefers
to take an active role in encouraging
solar research, which it does through the
Solar Energy Research Institute, but
ultimately solar appliances will need to
be cos effective and find their own place
in the market. It would be counter-
productive at the moment to artificially
force the introduction of such appliances
in Western Australia.

WATER SUPPLIES

Letter from Mrt and Mrs Beaumont

478. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Water Supplies:

When will the Minister or his depart-
ment answer the letter written by Mr
and Mrs Beaumont, of 180 Crimea
Street, Morley, on 20th February, 1979?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Consideration of the application to which
the letter referred is now complete and
the reply is in the mail today.

TOWVN PLANNING

Augusta-Margaret River Shire Scheme

479. Mr SKIDMORE. to the Minister for Urban
Development and Ton Planning:

Further to question IS of 1979 regarding
the Margaret River Shire scheme,
wherein she indicated by way of an
answer that an interim policy document
has been submitted, would she now
make available to me that interim policy
document?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
No. However, the member could
approach the council who may make the
document available.
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HEALTH: NORTH-WEST RESIDENTS

Dental and Spec~st Trearment: dir Fares
and Accommodation

480. Mr HARlMAN, to the Minister for Health-
(1) In the fiscal year 1977-78 what was the

actual expenditure against the Common-
wealth's isolated patients travel and
accognmodatibn assistance scheme in
Western Australia?

(2) What is the amount so far this fiscal
year?

(3) For the same periods what was the
actual expenditure against the north-west
patients transport scheme?

(4) In geographical terms, from what
regions ins Western Australia are persons
eligible for either or both schemes?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(0) and (2) The expenditure figure is not

known as the scheme is handled directly
by the Commonwealth Department of
Health.

(4) (a) Isolated patients transport and
accommodtion assistance scheme:

Persons residing in local Govern-
ment areas having 30 per cent or
more of their population at least
200 km. from. the Perth GPO.

(b) Isolated patients transport and
accommodation assistance scheme
and north west patients transport
scheme:

Persons residing north of the 26th
patallel including Mekathara.

POLICE: MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERS

Backyard: Prosecutions

481. Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for Police
and Traffic:

How many backyard car dealers were
prosecuted by the police in each of the
six years prior to 1974?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

There are no accurate records available.

LAND

Cape Range

482. Mr SKIDMO RE, to the Minister repr--
senting the Minister for Lands:

Would the Minister advise me as fol-
lows:

(1) Has an authority been issued that
prohibits camping at Cape Range,
Exmouth?

(2) If "Yes" what were the reasons for
the refusal to allow camping to con-
tinue to take place at the Cape
Range reserve?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

(1) Not by Lends Department.
(2) Not applicable.
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